U.N. imposes sanctions on Serb-led Yugoslavia 







Somali military leader shot dead 

MOGADISHU (R) — A prominent Somali military leader. 
Colonel Bashir Ali Salart Bflligo, has been shot dead near the 
Kenyan border in western Somalia, members of his Somali 
Patriotic Movement (SPM) said on Saturday. He was related to a 
minister in the government of former President Mohammad Siad 
Bane, now in exile in Nigeria, and was involved in recent fighting 
for the port of Kismayu in southern Somalia. Somali sources 
suggested that his shooting could have been evidence of a split in 
the SPM leadership after the group was forced out of Kismayu by 
forces loyal to United Somali Congress (USC) leader Mohammad 
Farah Aideed. 
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UNITED NATIONS (Agencies J — The Security Council, ignoring an 
eleventh-hour appeal for a reprieve, imposed sweeping sanctions against 
die Serb-led Yugoslav state on Saturday. The nations of the world joined 
forces to choke the Belgrade government, accused of sparking Europe’s 
bloodiest fighting and biggest flight of refugees since World War II. The 
U.N. Security Council put Serbia and Montenegro, its only sister republic 
in what remains of the Yugoslav Federation, in the same league as Iraq 
and Libya in facing worldwide condemnation and sweeping economic 
sanctions. The vote was 13 in favour and none against, with abstentions by 
Zimbabwe and China. Most Council members hope the sanctions 
contained in Security Council Resolution 737 will force Serhia and 
Montenegro to agree to a ceasefire in the latest and bloodiest Yugoslavia 
battlefield. Bosnia-Herzcgpviiia. 
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Prince Hassan visits 
Durham 


LONDON (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Grown Prince Hassan 
i-r;/ 1 .- Friday visited Durham University 
and met with the university presi- 
^ dent and members of its teaching 
'• staff. Prince Hassan also visited 
• the University’s Foreign Studies 
■ Bj; , <:i Centre and the Middle' Eastern 
- cj* ^ ao< * Islamic Studies Centre. 
: Prince Hassan met with officials 

tj" •: and students at the two centres 
„ - and discussed with them scopes of 

: •.! :c .V 5 : cooperation between Durham 
. ^ .O'*;' University and Jordanian Univer- 
- vT' 1 -’ sides. Prince Hassan alsn 




sides. Prince Hassan aisn deli- 
vered a lecture on the current 
situation in the Middle East 
peace process. 
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Maghreb summit 
postponed — 
diplomats 

RABAT (R) — A summit of the 
five-nation Arab Maghreb Union 
scheduled for this month has 
been postponed -indefinitely be- 
cause of domestic problems in 
member states, according to di- 
plomats. TTie union, founded in 
February 1989 to establish a com- 
mon market between Algeria. 
Libya, Mauritania, Morocco and 
Tunisia, has been beset with 
problems from the start. The last 
Maghreb summit was held in 
Casablanca in September. No 
new date has been set, but Mauri- 
tania bands the rotating six- 
month presidency to Tunisia next 
month. The diplomats said 
domestic problems in Algeria, 
where a state of emergency is in 
force, Libya’s dispute with the 
West over airliner bombings, and 
forthcoming elections in Morocco 
were among reasons for the post- 
ponement. 


EE 4 Italians die in plane 
5 crash in Tunisia 




TUNIS (R) — four Italians tak- 
ing part in an international light 
aircraft rally were lolled when 
their plane crashed in flames near 
the Tunisian town of Sidi Bouzid, 
aviation sources said on Satur- 
day. The three men and one 
woman, who crashed on Friday, 
were one of 53 international 
teams taking part in the rally. The 
cause of the crash was not im- 
mediately known .but the sources 
said an investigation had begun. 
They had no further details. 

Passengers flee 
Turkish ferry fire 

ISTANBUL (R) — Passengers 
on a Turkish ferry fled for their 
lives overnight and one crew 
member died of a heart attack 
after a fire broke out in an engine 
and flames spread, the semi-offi- 
cial Anatolia news agency re- 
ported. Rescued passengers said 
on arrival in Istanbul that only 
one of the ship’s lifeboats was 
seaworthy and that but for a 
passing Romanian cargo ship 
many would have perished. Cap- 
tain Muammer Bezirci told Ana- 
tolia all 299 passengers and all but 
one of the crew of the ferry 
Istanbul were safely transferred 
to other ships after the fire broke 
out in the Marmara Sea late on 
Friday. Romanian cargo ship 
Tusnad rescued 234 passengers 
and took them back to the city of 
Istanbul. The Turkish ships took 
the remaining passengers and 
crew to Canakkale in the Dar- 
danelles and the town of Ban- 
dinna. 

Pyongyang said 
readying new 
missile 

WASHINGTON (AP) — North 
Korea is preparing to seD a new 
intermediate-range missile to 
Middle East countries, a senior 
State Department official said 
Friday night. The missile “would 
be very, very destabilising if it 
were introduced into the region," 
the official said. “And yet it 
appears that is the intention of 
North Korea.” North Korea has 
been exporting Scud missiles to 
the Middle East and is now ago- 
ing op buyers in the region for the 
new missile, said the official, who 
spoke on condition of anonymity. 
Syria and Iraq have previously 
bought North Korean missiles. 
The official said U.S. experts are 
calling the missile the “No Dong” 
after a North Korean cape where 
the missile is being test fired. The 
non-nuclear missile has a range of 
1,000 to 1,050 kilometres, be 
said. . 


Arafat in Syria 
for Mideast talks 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat 
arrived on a rare visit to Syria on 
Saturday to discuss the slow pace 
of U.S.-sponsored Arab-Israeli 
peace talks, Palestinian officials 
said. 

They said Mr. Arafat would 
also discuss with Syrian President 
Hafez A1 Assad Israeli repression 
in the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip and Israeli incursions 
in southern Lebanon. 

After years of animosity, Mr. 
Arafat and Mr. Assad agreed to 
resume normal ties during a 
meeting in Damascus shortly af- 
ter both endorsed in Arab-Israeli 
peace talks which began in Mad- 
rid late last year. 

The Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) chairman said in 
Sanaa on Thursday that Arab 
leaders needed a joint evaluation, 
of their performance at the peace 
talks. 

Syria has boycotted the multi- 
lateral peaoe talks, citing lack of 
progress in bilateral discussions 
on Israeli withdrawal from the 
occupied Arab territories. 

The PLO, which is playing an 
offstage rote guiding Palestinian 
delegates, has given its blessing to 
the talks. - 

The Tunis-based PLO officials 
said the stow progress in peace 
talks would be discussed at a 
meeting in Amman on June 3 by 
the foreign ministers of Jordan. 
Syria and Lebanon, as well as the 
PLO's Political Department 
bead, Farouk Kaddoumi. 

Mr. Kaddoumi met Syrian 
Foreign Minister Farouq A! Shar- 
es in Damascus on Friday to 
prepare- -for Mr. - Arafat's visit, 
they said. 

Warning to Israel 

In Sanaa, a top aide- to Mr. 
Arafat warned Israel on Saturday 
Palestinians would respond with 
violent acts following a clamp- 


down on the occupied Gaza Strip. 

Bassam Abu Sharif said Israel’s 
order barring Gaza Palestinians 
from entering the Jewish state 
until further notice subjected 
them to “starvation and orga- 
nised terrorism away from the 
eyes of the media.” 

“We warn that Israeli practices 
will certainly trigger violent acts 
in response to the Israeli terror- 
ism,” he told a news conference 
in Sanaa. He gave no details of 
what action the Palestinians 
would take. 

Israel closed the Gaza Strip 
after the stabbing Of a Jewish girl 
near Tel Aviv last week. 
Thousands of Gaza's 750,000 
population depend on work in- 
side Israel. 

“The Palestinians’ patience has 
a limit. The Wen and the United 
Nations must not expect the 
Palestinians to tolerate this 
oppression any longer,” Mr. Abu 
Sharif said. 

The PLO official urged the 
United States and Russia, mem- 
bers of the United Nations Secur- 
ity Council and co-sponsors of 
Arab-Israeli peace talks, to 
arrange U.N. protection for 
Palestinians in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

Rabin’s pledge 

Labour Party leader Yitzhak 
Rabin has promised to take “a 
more serious approach” to Mid- 
dle East peace talks if he is 
elected prime minister. 

Standing by the old walled city 
near the spot where soldiers occu- 
pied East Jerusalem in the 1967 
war; Mr. Rabin also intoned 
those were moments “none of us 
will forget as long as we live.*’ 

For Mr. Rabin, 70, his role as 
army chief of staff in that war is 
an important asset for the June 23 
elections when he tries to unseat 

(Continued on page 5) 


Israeli army says guard 
shot dead in Eilat attack 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Two Palestinian 
commandos shot dead an Israeli 
security guard in the Israeli resort 
of Eilat on Saturday after alleged- 
ly swimming along the Red- Sea 
coast. 

The army said soldiers shot 
dead one infiltrator and wounded 
another in the raid on the eve of 
the anniversary of Israel’s seizure 
of Arab East Jerusalem in the 
1967 Middle East war. 

Army chief Ehud Barak said it 
was unclear who was behind the 
attack but asserted Jordan should 
have prevented it. 

“It is still not known who 
stands behind this incident. They 
are apparently Palestinians with a 
fundamentalist religious back- 
ground,” be told reporters in 
Eilat. 

“We see Jordan as the account- 
able party that must make a 
supreme effort to prevent terror- 
ist activities from hs territory." 

The guard at the popular coral 
beach marine observatory in Eilat 


was the fifth Israeli killed this 
week in Arab-Israeli clashes in 
Israel, the occupied territories 
and South Lebanon. 

The wave of violence has made 
“security” the hottest issue in the 
Israeli election campaign ahead 
of a June 22 national vote. 

An army spokeswoman said 
the guerrillas carried two Kalash- 
nikov rifles, a Lao missile laun- 
cher, hand grenades, ammuni- 
tion, floats, scuba diving suits and 
copies of the Koran. 

In an effort to elude Israeli 
defences, the attackers swam 
through the night across 6 
kilometres of the Gulf of Aqaba, 
according to die Israeli army. 

- Using small rafts to transport 
their gear, they landed at about 7 
a.m. (0400 GMT) near a marine 
biology laboratory and underwa- 
ter tropical fisb exhibit, the army 
said. 

They shot guard Yosef Shirazi 
in the chest, killing him before he 
could draw his pistol, Israel 
Radio said. 


Israel keeps up pressure 
on Lebanese resistance 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Israel 
kept up pressure on guerrillas in 
South Lebanon Saturday, send- 
ing helicopters to monitor move- 
ments and lobbing shells at vil- 
lages. 

Tension was high a day after 
Isreii troops and tanks thrust out 
of their selfideclared “security 
zone” in the smith, seized a vil- 
lage and bulldozed houses in tbeir 
drive to silence guerrillas. 

The Israelis later withdrew 
from Arnoon, which ties 350 
metres north of the zone. 

Lebanon’s new government, 
which won a vote of confidence, 
met to discuss how to rid the 
country of Israel's presence in the 
south. 

Political sources said Prime 
Minister Rashid A1 Solh would 
visit Damascus, the main power 
broker in Lebanon where it has 
40,000 troops, in the next few 
days to seek Syria's help in solv- 
ing the country's acute economic 
and political problems. 

“The main task of the govern- 
ment will be fixing the economic^ Israeli he! 
situation... failing to do so mil over the 


the country,” said Saids Naoum, 
a columnist at the respected A1 
Nahar newspaper. 

Mr. So Ih’s 24-man cabinet won 
a majority of votes in a two-day 
parliamentary session that ended 
late on Friday after he pledged to 
strengthen the Lebanese currency 
and to work to expel Israeli forces 
from the security zone (see page 
2)- 

Guerrillas Sasturday fired five 
mortar bombs at a joint post run 
by the Israelis and their local 
militia allies, the South Lebanon 
Army (SLA), in hills near the 
village of Braasbeet on the tip of 
Israel’s self-styled “security 
zone.” 

- Israeli and SLA gunners 
pounded the villages of Kafra and 
Ubmne, some three kilometres 
north of the zone, where guerril- 
las' of Hizbollah are active, die 
sources added. 

There was no immediate word 
on casualties in the attack or 
subsequent shelling. 

.Security sources said earlier 
dropped flares 
during the night to 


lead to even more problems in monitor guerrilla movements. 


King voices pride in national industries 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Saturday inaugu- 
rated a week-long exhibition of 
national industrial products and 
voiced deep pride in the national 
industry and his appreciation of 
Jordanian industrialists. 

“We will pursue the road of 
construction with • determination 
and resolve basing our en- 
deavours on solid scientific 
ground,” the King said a state- 
ment after touring the various 
parts of the exhibition, organised 
at the Sahab Industrial City in 
cooperation with the Jordanian 
Industrial Estates Corporation 
(JIEC) and Jordanian firms. 

“The good quality products 1 
saw and inspected today give me 
the impression that we are able to 
attain the highest levels in indus- 
try and can compete with others 
in the same field,” King Hussein 
said. 

“We feel that we are advanced 
in industry thanks to the good 
spirit and the true determination 
and resolve on the part of the 
Jordanian people, who aim at 
further progress for Jordan«ahd 
the Arab World at large,” King 
Hussein said. 

The King, accompanied by 
Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 


Shaker and Royal Court Chief 
Khaled Al Karaki, toured a num- 
ber of factories which produce 
pharmaceutical products, televi- 
sion sets, clothes and carpets. 

The King, who was welcomed 
to and accompanied on the tour 
by cabinet ministers, the JIEC 
director general, the governor of 
Amman, the mayor of Sahab and 
other officials, inspected items 
displayed at the site by 56 Jorda- 
nian industrial firms. 

The exhibition displays elec- 
trical appliances, electronic de- 
vices, engineering equipment, 
chemicals, textiles, food and 
leather products, medicines, 
clothes, ceramics, wood work, 
furniture and medical equipment. 

Also on display are television 
sets and refrigerators, cooking 
stoves, freezers, industrial tools 
and machinery, solar water hea- 
ters, plastic products, packaging 
equipment, rock wool, insulated 
wires and cables, fans, heaters 
and ducting systems, liquid and 
dry batteries, electrical switches 
and accessories, infant carnages, 
meters, clocks, household equip- 
ment. utensils, generators, trans- 
formers and distribution boards. 

The King visited Che Arab Cen- 
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His Mqjcsty King Hussein Saturday lours a national industrial exhibition which he opened curlier 
(Photo by Yousef Al 'Allan) 


tre for pharmaceutical Chemical 
Industries, which was set up in 
1984 with a JD 5 million capital. 

He also visited the Gold Star 
industrial assembly plant which 
produces television sets, em- 
ploying 250 people. It can pro- 


duce up to 50,000 sets annually. 
The JD 5 million capital plant is 
20 per cent owned by a Korean 
company. Production started last 
month. 

The King also visited carpet 
companies. 


The Sahab Industrial City, 
which was established in 1984, 
now houses 241 factories, of 
which ti 0 make goods for export. 
Nearly ;,000 workers are em- 
ployed by the factories of the 
Sahab Industrial City. 


Workers elect new 
national leadership 


By Odeh Odeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Workers in Jor- 
dan Saturday elected a 17- 
member council to serve as a 
new leadership for the King- 
dom's labour unions. 

Two-bour election session 
held by 97 members of the 
central council ended with the 
election of Fawzi Doso as 
chairman and Jamal Tamimi 
and Hassan Qadab as his two 
deputies. 

The central council, which 
constitutes the workers parlia- 
ment, also elected Khaled 
Shreim as secretary general of 
the Federation of Jordanian 
Labour Union (FJLU) and 
Mazeu Maarta as his deputy. 

Jordan’s 800, 000-strong 
workforce, which forms about 
25 per cent of Jordan’s popula- 
tion, hopes, that the new lead- 
ership will be able to tackle 
their numerous problems. 

•Participants in Che meeting 
elected representatives of the 
17 labour anions to the execu- 
tive board of the federation. 
Hazem Al Abbadi was elected 
as representative of the Con- 
struction Workers Union, 
Ahmad Wanas as representa- 
tive of the Municipal Workers 
Union, Fatehallah Irorani as 
represen tataive of the Spinning 
and Weaving Workers Union, 


Haron Al Sharari as repre- 
sentative of the Electricity 
Workers Union, Haidar 
Rashid as representative of the 
Banking Workers Union. Hus- 
ni Abu Anqour as representa- 
tive of the Ports Workers Un- 
ion, Amin A) Ardan as repre- 
sentative of tbe Health Ser- 
vices Union, Abdul Rahim 
Hassan as representative of the 
Petrochemical Industries Un- 
ion. Jamil Al Hababbeh as 
representative of the Land 
Transport Workers and 
Mechanics Union, Obeid Kha- 
lifeh as representative of the 
Printing Workers Union, Jamil 
Abdul Rahim as representative 
of Commercial Stores Workers 
Union. Ahmad Dhab’an as 
representative of the Air Car- 
go Union, Hassan Awwad as 
representative of the Food In- 
dustries Union, Khaled Shreim 
as representative of the Miners 
Union, and Mazen Al 
Ma’aiteh as representative of 
the Special Education Union. 

Tbe new leadership is feeing 
many problems that will not be 
solved except by tbe enactment 
of a new labour law, according 
to sources at the federation. 

The new leadership will be 
facing problems such as tbe 
growing unemployment, low 
wages, the absence of health 
insurance for many workers 
and foreign workers m Jordan. 


Sudan peace talks skirt 
thorny securalism issue 


ABUJA, Nigeria (R) — Sudan's 
Muslim-dominated government 
and southern rebels have put 
aside their main point of dis- 
agreement in a bid to keep their 
peace talks alive, conference 
sources said on Saturday. 

The negotiators bad set aside a 
rebel demand for a secular state 
and were discussing interim 
arrangements for the south, they 
added. 

As their leaders held a fifth day 
of talks in Nigeria's new capital, 
fens of thousands of weary re- 
fugees, many of them orphaned 
children, streamed across the 
border into Kenya to escape con- 
tinuing fighting in southern 
Sudan. 

“Secularism is just a slogan. 
Tbe other side must spell out its 
concerns and then we can address 
them, rather that having to rely 
on a slogan,” said a government 
source. 

John Garang’s faction of the 
Sudan People’s Liberation Army 
(SPLA) had threatened to walk 
out on Saturday, if its demand for 
a secular constitution was not 
met, the sources said. 

The SPLA has been fighting 
since 1983 against what it sees as 
domination by the mainly Muslim 
north. 

^ The government side says it has 
already compromised by not ap- 
plying Islamic law in the mainly 
’Shfistian and anhnist south. 

Despite cautious optimism af- 
ter procedural disputes nearly 


torpedoed the talks on Tuesday 
and Wednesday, the sources said 
the delegations were still far apart 
on main issues. 

“If secularism cannot succeed 
in Sudan, we will go for an 
independent southern Sudan,” 
Richard Mulla, spokesman for 
Colonel Garang's Torit faction, 
said after Friday’s talks. 

This would bring Col. Garang's 
faction basically into line with the 
breakaway Nasir faction which 
wants self-determination for the 
south. Khartoum says if regard 
setf-deierinination as tantamount 
to separation, which is unaccept- 
able. 

The talks are sponsored and 
chaired by Nigeria, current head 
of the Organisation of African 
Unity. 

U.N. officials in Kenya said 
more than 22,500 Sudanese cros- 
sed tbe border on Friday, includ- 
ing 12.500 children who had trek- 
ked hundreds of kilometres 
across hostile terrain in recent 
weeks. 

U.N. workers in the Kenyan 
border town of Lokichoggio said 
np to 50,000 more refugees were 
walking from the rebel stron- 
ghold of Kapoeta, which fell to 
the government this week. 

The United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
office in Nairobi ordered tents, 
'water tanks and extra staff to tbe 
border area, and sent an 
emergency team to Lokichoggio.' 


Renewed fighting in Kabul after 
attack on presidential plane 


KABUL (Agencies) — Re- 
negade rebels and a fierce militia 
loyal to the caretaker Islamic 
government battled with rockets 
and cannons Saturday following 
an artempr on President Sibgha- 
tullah Mojaddidi’s life, officials 
said. 

The fighting erupted between 
the radial Hezb-e-Isiami faction 
of rebel chief Gulbuddin Hek- 
matyar and a northern militia 
headed by General Abdul Rashid 
Dostum in a suburb southeast of 
Kabul. It scuttled a six-day truce 
between the warring sides. There 
weie no immediate reports of 
casualties. 

“We were fighting to keep 
Hekmatyar’s forces from entering 
Kabul.” said Brigadier-General 
Mohammad Nawab. the militia 
commander who oversees the 
capital’s security. 

The renewed fighting followed 


an attempt Friday to shoot down 
the plane bringing Mr. Mojaddidi 
and a 70-member entourage back 
from Pakistan. 

Inspecting debris from the 
nosecone of the airliner, sheared 
off by a missile as the plane 
descended towards Kabul air- 
port, military chiefs ruled out the 
possibility that it had been hit by 
the kind of random gunfire that 
has echoed around the city for 
weeks. 

“This was pre-planned. It was 
not usual, and we will make sure 
it is not repealed.” said Comman- 
der Mohammad Panah, an aide 
to new Defence Minister Ahmad 
Shah Masood. at the airport. 

Mr. Mojaddidi, returning from 
a state visit to Pakistan, emerged 
ashen-faced but unscathed from 
the plane Friday. 

The elderly interim leader went 
ahead with a formal welcome 


ceremony before foreign diplo- 
mats and a military band after the 
attack. 

Members of his more than 100- 
strong entourage on board with 
him described hearing a whine, 
seeing a flash and feclir.g i!:*. 
Soviet-built airliner shudder 
when if was less than 200 metres 
from the ground. 

One pilot was injured but the 
other brought aircraft down 
safely. 

The investigators — drawn 
from the Mujahedeen geurrillas, 
the former government air force 
and the Uzbek militia which con- 
trols the airport — said it was too 
early to say for certain what kind 
of weapon had hit the plane. 

But some suggested it may 
have been a British-made Blow- 
pipe missile, supplied to Mujahe- 
deen guerrillas for use against 
(Continued on page 5) 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


TO ALL OWNERS OF SATELLITE DISH 
SYSTEM/APPARATUS 

The Ministry of Finance announces 
that all owners of Satellite Recep- 
tion Dish System/Apparatus 
should settle their status with the 
Customs Department and other 
concerned authorities within the 
period from 15.5.1992 till 
15.6.1992. 

Contrary to this, the ministry will 
regrettably be forced to take all the 
necessary procedures in accord- 
ance with the applied laws and 
regulations in the ministry and 
other concerned authorities. 

Minister of Finance 
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Solh cabinet wins 


Palestinian education council 


vote of confidence appeals for urgent assistance 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Prime 
Minister Rashid Solh’s newly 
formed government has won a 
. vote of confidence from parlia- 
ment, empowering it to seek ways 

- of steering Lebanon out of its 
■ worst economic crisis in 48 years 

of independence. 

Eighty-four members of the 
_ 108-seat house attended the 16- 
' boor debate Friday over the govern- 
’ m cut’s policy statement put for- 
ward by Mr. Solh on Thursday. 

Seventy-six parliamentarians 
voted for the government, five 
against it and .three abstained. 

Mr. Solh pledged to seek aid 
• from the European Community, 

. the International Monetary Fund 
and the Arab countries to rebuild 

- Beirut's war-wrecked commercial 
centre. 

But he did not say in the policy 
statement how he would go about 
luring foreign aid, which has 
eluded previous governments 
since the end almost two years 
ago of the civil war. 

He also promised to confront 
Israel’s occupation of a border 
strip in South Lebanon and take 
belt-tightening measures to shore 
up the sagging economy. 

The government said it would 
adopt a belt-tightening policy to 
cut public spending, reduce a 
huge deficit in the projected budget 
and develop the tax collection 
system. The previous government 
was brought down by bread riots. 

The Lebanese pound, once one 
of the strongest cnnendes in the 
Middle East, has lost more than 
half of its international value 
since February, forcing up prices 
by about 75 per cent and (hiving 
many Lebanese below the pover- 
ty level. 

Mr. Solh’s cabinet also pledged 
to supervise parliamentary elec- 
tions, the first in Lebanon in 20 
years, later this year. 

The 24-man cabinet was 
announced May 16, replacing 
that of Prime Minister Omar 
Karami which was forced out of 
office 10 days earlier amid nation- 
wide riots against soaring prices 
thar made living costs higher in 
peacetime than during the 1975- 
1990 war. 

“My government shall adhere 
to the legitimate rights of the 
state and people to confront the 



Rashid SoDi 

Israeli occupation and to strive 
with all means to liberate Leba- 
non’s occupied territory,” Mr. 
Solh said in his policy statement. 

After the parliamentary vote, 
Mr. Solh said his government’s 
top priority was to “liberate the 
south from Israeli occupation and 
will act on all levels to accomplish 
that goal. 

“The government will also ex- 
tend all available support to the 
steadfastness of the people to 
brave Israeli attacks and ding to 
their homes." 

That pledge has been the stan- 
dard stance of all previous gov- 
ernments since Israel carved out 
the so-called “security zone" in 
1985. 

Israel refuses to abandon the 
enclave until all irregular factions 
involved in a guerrilla warfare 
against it have been disarmed. 

fend and its surrogate militia, 
the Sooth Lebanon Army (SLA), 
have been engaged in 11 days of 
confrontations with the Iranian- 
backed HizboQah in the south. 

Mr. Solh also pledged to re- 
spect the freedom of the press 
and uphold Lebanon’s bank 
secrecy, which helped attract 
Arab and foreign capital and 
make Beirut die main financial 
centre in the Middle East before 
the civil war. 

The 15-year conflict claimed 
more than 140,000 Eves and 
wrecked an estimated $25 billion J 
worth of damage, mostly in j 
Beirut’s downtown centre. 


Iraqi Kurds caught in 
Turkey-PKK crossfire 


DURI, Iraqi (R) — Iraqi Kurds 
who fled their villages along the 
Turkish border are returning 
borne to find themsleves trapped 
by violence between separatist 
Kurds and Turkey. 

In the latest incident, 12 Iraqi 
Kurdish families were attacked 
by Turkish planes on Wednesday 
hours after the United Nations 
had brought them to the ancient 
Christian village of Dari on the 
way back to their homes for the 
first time in 16-years. 

Four people were killed and 
three wounded in the attack. 

“We thought the border might 
he dangerous, but the United 
Nations and the Kurdistan Front 
encouraged us to come 
back," said Mohammad Hassan 
Heyran, 20. 

Two of his nephews were killed 
as was his brother, a member of 
an Iraqi Kurdish border patrol 
contingent which came under fire 
from both the Turks and the 
guerrillas of the Kurdish Labour 
Party (PKK). 

The PKK is seeking a separate 
state for Turkey's 10 million 
Kurds. More than 3,700 people 
have been killed during their 
etght-year guerrilla campaign. 

PKK forces frequently launch 
attacks into Turkey from mountain 
sanctuaries inside northern Iraq. 
The Turks have retaliated with a 
series of cross-border raids since 
last August, sometimes killing 
and wounding Iraqi Kurdish civi- 
lians. 

Wednesday's air raid on Dnri 
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was launched after PKK forces 
struck a Turkish border village. 

Three days later, the Duri vic- 
tims’ personal belongings were 
still strewn across a flower-bede- 
cked meadow where they had 
been abandoned in tenor. 

A path of maebingegim bullets 
was stitched across the ground. 

A few of Adil Pirmuz Abdul- 
la’s teeth still lay in the dirt next 
to the campfire where he and his 
wife were cooking breakfast 
when the Turkish planes strode. 

Mr. Abdullah was hit in the 
face and his body pepp e red with 
wounds from ballet fragments 
and shattered rock. He mid his 
wife, who has fragments in her 
chest cavity, are in hospital in 
Dohuk. 

“We didn’t expect them to 
shoot us," said Mr. Abdullah. 
"We waved our yellow banners 
so they would know we were 
KDP (Iraqi Kurdistan Democra- 
tic Party), not PKK ... the chil- 
dren were playing football.” 

Iraqi Kurdish leaders say the 
only way to . establish a secure 
border with Turkey is to resettle 
the thousands of villages evacu- 
ated by Iraq in its long campaign 
to subdue the Kurds. 

Huge swaths of northern Iraq 
along the Turkish and Iranian 
frontiers are currently uninha- 
bited except for PKK guerrillas. 

Iraqi Kurds are eager to head 
home after years of wandering, 
but they want a guarantee of 
safety. 
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Yesterday's high t em p e i jiu res: Am- 


AMMAN (J.T.). — Palestinian 
universities have been subjected 
to the most cruel collective 
punishment when they were 
closed by the Israeli authorities 
for three to four consecutive 
years, according to the Council 
for Higher Education in Jeru- 
i salem. 

Throughout that period, the 
council supported die efforts of 
Palestinian universities in their 
off campus teaching programme, 
in homes, mosques, churches, as 
well as in public and private 
institutions, where the goal was 
to protect the infrastructure from 
total collapse, a council statement 
said. The universities managed to 
fulfill their duty, and die result 
was that 50 per cent of the origin; 
al number of Palestinian universi- 
ty students actually participated 
in this programme, it said. 

Following exerpts from the 
statement: 

Now that the universities have 
reopened following a prolonged 
closure, Israeli military author- 
ities are escalating their mea- 
sures. Harassment of Palestinian 
universities includes foe following 
actions: 

• — Palestinian students from 
the Gaza Strip who seek educa- 
tion at foe West Bank universities 
are systematically harassed by 
Israeli occupation forces. This 
measure is extremely unfair, con- 


sidering that West Bank universi- 
ties are the only {dace were Gaza 
students are accepted without 
restrictions. Gaza students are 
immediately arrested if they are 
found in the West Bank. Soldiers 
can immediately identify students 
from the Gaza Strip because the 
latter carry distinctive identity 
papers. 

Moreover, academic freedom 
is not guaranteed, because Gaza 
Students are denied the right to 
choose a university of their per- 
sonal preference. Israeli harass- 
ment impedes foe opportunity for 
Gaza students who want to pur- 
sue their education in the West 
Bank. For example, faculty and 
students from the Gaza Strip 
muset acquire a permit from the 
Israeli military authorities before 
they can study or teach in any of 
the West Bank universities. 
Needless to say, this permit is 
under the arbitrary control of foe 
military authorities. Palestinians 
should have the base right to 
travel freely between foe West 
Bank and Gaza. 

- As yon might already know, 40 
per cent of foe entire Palestinian 
population lives in foe Gaza 
Strip, where there is only one 
small university, and where the 
number of students exceeds that 
university’s ability to absorb 
them. The only alternative Gaza 
students have, is to study at one 


Democrats charge administration 
trying to thwart probe on Iraq 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Democratic members of the U.S. 
Congress have accused the Bush 
adminis tration of trying to thwart 
an investigation into U.S. -Iraqi 
relations before the Gulf war. 

Democrats accuse foe Republi- 
can administratio n of actions that 

encouraged the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait and turning a Mind eye 
towards Iraq's alleged use of U.S. 
food assistance loans to buy 
weapons prior to tire Aug. 2 
invasion. 

A (battery of eight administra- 
tion lawyers denied efforts to 
hinder foe inquiry at an acrimo- 
nious hearing convened by House 
Banking Chairman Henry Gon- 
zalez, a Texas Democrat. 

Mr. Gonzalez said foe -White 
House had formed an inter-agen- 
cy group to “discourage, .frus- 
trate, evade and thwart” five 
congressional committees investi- 
gating Iraq policy. 

Republican members dismissed 
the charges as political smoke. 

Democrats are accusing Presi- 
dent George Bush of a costly 
foreign policy blonder, saying 
that by s upp or tin g Iraq until foe 
eve of its invasion of Kuwait he 
encouraged it to believe it could 
get away with its aggression. 

“The administration has at ev- 
ery turn tried to Mode, delay, 
obscure and in terfere' with this 
investigation,” said Democratic 
Rep. Sam Gejdenson, one of four 
committee chairman testifying 
about their probes. 

Rep. Charles Rose, chairman 
of the sub-committee on foreign 
agriculture, said the administra- 
tion knew as far back as 1986 that 
Iraq was using U-S.-guanmteed 
loans to buy weapons instead of 
food. He said the admi nis tration 
ignored tins information and con- 
tinued to guarantee some S5 bfl- 
tiou in U.S. farm boods sales to 
Iraq. 

A witness from the General 
Accounting Office (GAO), the 
investigative arm of Congress, 
testified that his invest iga t o rs be- 
lieved some kickbacks paid by 
U.S. tobacco and grain exporters 
could have been used by Iraq to 
bay weapons. 

But Agriculture Department 
counsel Alan Raul insisted that 
ail investigations “have unco- 
vered no evidence to date” that 
any of the guaranteed loans were 
used by Iraq to buy weapons. 

Rep. Doug Barnard, said in 
written testimony that the Com- 


merce Department has admitted 
altering documents relating to ex- 
port licenses of technology to 
Iraq, to remove designations of a 
military end use. 

He said a Justice Department 
and Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tions (FBI), investigation of the 
alterations had faded to yefld 
results for more than a year. 

Mr. Conzalez disclosed inter- 
nal White House documents in- 
structing other government agen- 
cies to get permission before re- 
leasing any document to Con- 
gress, and to avoid releasing 
documents where at all possible. 

All the committee chairmen 
complained that documents were 
withheld, not to protect state 
secrets but -to avoid embarrassing 
the administration. 

One such document, said Mr. . 
Gejdenson, wasa secret directive 
written by President Bush on 
Oct. 2, 1989, urgin g U.S. govern- 
ment agencies to strengthen poli- 
tical and economic ties with Iraq 
in order to increase U.S. influ- 
ence in that country. 

“Ten months to the day after 
George Bush said that we should 
provide military assistance to 
Iraq, Saddam Hussein invaded 
Kuwait,” Rep. Gejdenson said. 

“It was a foreing policy blunder 
of the first order. Especially since 
it was followed by a war that may 
wefl have been avoided,” be said. 

The packed hearing was rife 
with partisan policies. Republi- 
cans said — and shouted — that it 
is easy to criticise in hindsight but 
insisted ties to Iraq were needed. 

The nature of those ties was 
outlined in the previously secret, 
damaging directive issued by Mr. 
Bosh on Oct. 2, 1989. 

“Normal relations between the 
United States and Iraq would 
serve our longer-term interests,” 
Bush wrote in foe memo that was 
circulated to his top staff. “The 
United States government should 
propose economic and political 
incentives foi Iraq to moderate its 
behaviour and to increase our 
influence." 

The directive was first reported 
in Friday’s New York Times. It 
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Foreigners sweat to rebuild Kuwait 
as locals flex only financial muscle 


of foe West Bank’s six universi- 
ties, 

— West Bank and Gaza 
Palestinians who graduated dur- 
ing the off-campus studies are 
prevented by the Israeli military 
authorities from finding a job in 
the public sector. Occupation 
forces say that those students 
graduated in defiance of a closure 
order against the universities. 

Organisations in which the 
graduates seek employment are 
Palestinian, but they follow milit- 
ary orders. This situation applies 
to government schools in the 
West Bank and Gaza, who prior 
to the Israeli occupation in 1967 
followed the Jordanian and Egyp- 
tian ministries of education re- 
spectively. 

In our capacity as foe Palesti- 
nian education authority, the 
Council for Higher Education 
seeks assistance worn government 
institutions, international orga- 
nisations, and all those who sup- 
port peace and human rights, to 
intervene and stop the Israeli 
measures imposed on Palestinian 
universities. It is enough that 
Palestinian educational institu- 
tions axe suffering from a finan- 
cial crisis: Israeli escalations are 
uncalled for. . 

The appeal was signed by Dr. 
Naim Abu Hommos, secretary 
general of the Council for Higher 
Education. 


By Peter WaUmu 

Tbc Wall Street Journal 

KUWAIT CITY — AroonSoma- 
dosa can hardly stand up — a sure 
sign that Kuwait is getting on its 
feet. 

After a 10-hour day pounding 
fenders in a body shop, Mr. 
Somadosa crumples onto a lower 
bunk in the room he shares with 
five other Sri lankan labourers. 
Their dingy boarding bouse is 
home to swarms of black flies and 
21 Asian guest workers who line 
np morning and night for foe 
tenement’s only toilet and show- 
er A pair of open basins lying 
side by side on the floor of a small 
closet. 

“We thought Kuwaitis would 
be happy to see ns bade” after the 
Gulf war, sighs Mr. Somadosa. 
“But the treatment has gotten 
worse.” 

With many ofl wells gushing 
again and their bank debts wiped 
dean by government fiat, 
Kuwaitis axeslowty rebuilding — 
on foe backs of foreign w orkers. 
The euphoria of national libera- 
tion, and the promise it bred of 
constructing a new society based 
on real Kuwaitis doing real work, 
is long gone. Instead, many 
Kuwaitis have reverted to doing 
what they seem to do best: No- 


puts meat on Democratic charges 
that Mr. Bush coddled Iraq. But 
Republicans (fani« the a tt a c ks 
as election-year politics con- 
cocted to hurt Mr. Bash’s foreign 
policy record. 

The document, while backing 
political and economic incentives 
for Iraq, also warns of sanctions if 
Baghdad used chemical and 
biological weapons or developed 
nodcar weapons. 

Large parts of Mr. Bush’s poli- 
ty plan, released by Rep. Ge- 
jdenson, were blacked out on 
declassification. 

Ihe directive said government 
should help U.S. businesses take 
part in the reconstruction of foe 
Iraqi energy industry and eco- 
nomy, devastated by an eight- 
year war with Iran. 

“Also, as means of developing - 
access to an influence with the 
Iraqi defence establishment, the 
United States ' should consider 
sales of non-lethal forms of milit- 
ary assistance,” Mr. Bush wrote ( 
in die directive. 

Top Bush administration offi- 
cials have admitted they made 
mistakes in dealing with Iraq but 
said it seemed prudent at the time 
to pursue U.S. interest in foe 
03-rich Gulf, to counterbalance 
Iraq against the military might of 
Iran, and to fry and draw Iraq 
into foe realm of friendly nations. 

“We have nothing whatsoever 
to hide regarding this policy 
area,” Secret ar y erf State Janies 
Baker wrote in a 1991 letter to one 
congressional investigator. 

Some key witnesses — includ- 
ing Mr. Bush’s top lawyer 
Boydea Gray — refused to show 
up at the hearing, fuelling foe 
Democratic charges of a coverup. 

“The committee will not be 
stonewalled by foe White House 
and if need be, I will ask for 
subpoena authority in order to 
obtain the necessary information 
and witnesses,” said Rep. Gon- 
zalez. 

Members of the House judici- 
ary committee are expected to 
push next week for an indepen- 
dent counsel to probe the “Ira- 
qgaie” scandal. 
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can. 
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compares with about 650,000 
Kuwaiti citizens). Gone are most 
of the 500,000 or so Pal e stinians 
— kicked out for allegedly skiing 
with Iraq — who had built and 
managed Kuwait over the pre- 
vious 25 yean, fo foesr place have 
come thousands of less skilled 
Egyptians, Iranians and South 
Asians. 

"They’ve simply replaced one 
nationality with others,” says 
Kuwaiti Esa Al S&raf, who 
couldn't find a unde countryman 
to fill any of the 3b job openings 
at bis prmH ahnmnmu company 
last fefi. “No Kuwaiti will get his 
hands dirty. Nothing has 
changed.” 

About 70 per cent of Kuwaitis 
hold government jobs. Ovfl-ser- 
vice salaries are modest — a 
30-year-old government engineer 
earns $30,000 a year — but the 
benefits are unbeatable: Full 
health care, full school tuition 
inducting foreign study, housing 
assistance, cheap loans and, best 
pf all, a 20-hour work week, for 
those who work. 

“In my department,” says a 
civil engineer who wo rks for the 
Kuwait City 'Municipality, “I 
have 20 employees, but six who 
do the work. If the rest crane in at 


tangled finances. When be aak^ . 
two of Kuwaiti employees to pnj 
in extra hours themselves, they 
agreed — staying as late as 3:00' 
p.m. after two days, though, they 
started knocking off again after 
lunch. 

“They told me the extra hours 
m ad *" them tired/*' the banker 


Sofoeomui&badconKuwaitV 
guest workers, many of whom 
like Mr. Somadosa, say they’re 
grateful to have jobs at afl tat 
bitter about the cost. Kuwait does 
have some labour on its books, 
but they’re rarely used to protect 
foreigners. More often, m feet, 
Kuwaiti police intervene to pro- 
tect Kuwaiti employers, by re- 
voking guest workers’ passport* 
and by jailing them when disputes 
arise. 

“People ' come to me weepings 
but rm helpless," says the labour 
attache at one South Asian 
embassy here. “The Kuwaitis 
have no respect for human digni- 
ty and labour. I don’t know what 
their problem is, especially after 
God Messed them with tibettion. 
It is too much love for the dinar?” 

Mr. Somadosa wafted out foe " 
war in Sri Lanka, then Ins. old 
employers from Kuwait tracked 



"a they didn’t have to, even 
the Japanese wouldn’t work,” 
says Jasem Al Sadoun, a Kuwaiti 
business consultant, explaining 
his country’s doth. 

Kuwait’s interior mininstry 
won't divulge statistics, but the 
number of foreign workers in the 
country has risen sharply in foe 
past year after felting an esti- 
mated 50 per cent to roughly 
700,000 during foe seven-month 
Iraqi occupation that ended with 
the Gulf war early last year (that 

Ex-Afghan 
king warns 
against 
interference 

LONDON (R) — The former 

king of A fghanistan has said 
■ peace and stability would not 
.return .to his country unless 
neighbquring states refrained 
jjfrom interfering in its affairs. 

King Zahir Shah, who has lived 
in Rome since being deposed in a 
1978 coup, was speakmg in an 
interview with foe Fecrian-lan- 
guage weekly Khayhan of Lon- 
don a month after Mujahedeen 
guerrillas took power from foe 
collapsed communist .govern- 
ment. 

“The experience of 13 years of 
war and destruction for our peo- 
ple can only be summarised in 
their united desire for peace at 
Borne and freedom from outside 
powers,” tire ear-king said in the 
interview released by Khayhan 
on Friday. 

“Our neighbouring countries 
should also respect these points if 
we are to see real stability in foe 
region,” be added. He did not 
refer specifically to any country. 

The former king said he hoped 
rival leaders Ahmad Shah 
Masood and Gulbuddin Hek- 
matyar would join forces. 

The two men ■ held talks on 
Monday ending with a peace dec- 
laration. They also called cm in- 
terim President Sibghatullah Mo- 
jaddidi not to extend his two- 
month tenure. 

Zahir Shah e xpre sse d his dis- 
taste for Islamic fundamentalism, 
which he believed was threaten- 
ing to disrupt the emergence of a 
secular and democratic govern- 
ment in Kabul. 

“Islamic fiimfaniMtfalwin hag 
no place in our people’s religious 
and cultural heritage. Certainly 
Afghanistan is a Muslim nation 
and will remain so. Fiindamental- 
ism is an imported notion for us,” 
the former long said. 

Zahir Shah, interviewed in 


all, they at around and drink him down last gnrnner and urged 
coffee.” trim to retu r n. They promised a 

Many Kuwaitis show a pa ■ fat raise, to about 5330 a month, 

pride in foe Iraqi occupation with further increases to come, 
period. Brutal as it was, the and a free roundtrip plane ticket, 
occupation was a time when He jumped for it. 

Kuwaitis say they took charge of Bnt nearly a year later, Ms pay 

their lives: They scrounged for is just 75 per cent of what was 
food, cleaned streets, coonfin- promised, with no raises in sight 
a ted e mer ge n cy services and ran And from that, the body shop is 
a gutty underground resistance, deducting $33 a month to pay ofl 
But the momentary work ethic his plane ticket, 
has long since slapsed. A foreign- “I wash the Americans had 

bora manager at Gulf- Bank, stayed here and built something 
Kuwait’s second largest, has tol- ‘from this country," Mr. Somado- 
led overtime for months, he says, sa says. “There’s so much money, 
trying to sort out the bank’s but the people are so. cruet” 



/shir Shah 

Rome, repeated his willingness to 
serve Afghanistan in any capacity 
if needed by his countrymen. 

Saudi residence ransacked 

The deserted residence of 
Saudi Arabia’s envoy to Afgha- 
nistan was ransacked for the sixth 
time since the Islamic caretaker 


Iraqis head for 
Mecca to 
perform Haj 

BAGHDAD (R) — Clergymen 
gave their blessings and senior 
officials waved as 9,606 Iraqi pil- 
grims boarded air-conditioned 
coaches to Mecca to perfonn the 
annual ritual of Haj. 

,r We are purely on a religious 
journey. We are going to the 

ajse of God,” answered a 60- 
year-old pilgrim when asked 
whether his Saudi hosts would 
give him a warm wekomf. 

Last year, only 600 Iraqi pil- 
grims coukl malm it to Mecca. 

Saudi Arabia, guardian of 
Islam’s holiest shrines, was the 
springboard for foe U.S. -led mol- 
.tinational force that ejected Iraqi 
occupation troops from Kuwait, 
last year. 

But the pilgrims interviewed by 
Reuters said they harboured no 
bad feelings towards their “Saudi 
brethren.” 

“The haj is part of Islam and 


government took power last ’“"P” 1 I****" a P 3 *™" 

month, security sources said saK1 * 


Saturday. 

When the two guards saw the 
bandits approaching Saturday, 
the sources said, they gave' them 
the keys and then left the pre- 
mises. 

“They were tired of trying to 
fight these guys off. So whoa they 
showed np they said 'wait,' and 
handed them the keys and left,” 
stud one source, speaking condi- 
tion of anonymity. 

The sources said the bandits 
took an air conditioner, blankets 
and mattresses, among the few 
items still left in the bouse. 

The caretaker government has 
condemned foe looting of foe 
Saudi residence and called it an 
act of sabotage to damage rela- 
tions between the two Muslim 
nations. 

Saudi Arabia sup p o rted the re- 
bels m their 14-year fight against 
communist rule, matching the 
contribution of the United States 
dollar for dollar. 
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. Saudi Arabia agreed to receive 
18,000 Iraqi pflgnms, Baghdad’s 
quota according to a ruling by the 
Organisation of I slami c Confer- 
ence which restricts foe number 
of pilgrims from any member 
country to 1,000 per one million 
MusUm-popuIation. 

But Iraq, under U.N. sanc- 
tions, could to fill the quota as the 
cost of the journey, amounting to 
6,500 Iraqi dinars is beyond foe 
reach of many people. 

“It is too much money. Bnt I 
had to go. I am 72,” 6aid Khaleel 


Pilgrimage to Mecca is a must 
for all Muslims at least once in a 
lifetime if they can afford the cost 
of the journey. 

“The Saudis do not accept Ira- 
qi money and the foreign cash is 
very dear,” said Haji Hamid 
Salah. 

Officially foe dinar is worth S3 
but cm the Baghdad black market 
the dollar fetches 15 dinars. 


Other nights (Terminal 2 ) 

«*OQ Rome(AZ) 

lias — . Cabo (MS) 

raa Moscow (su) 

nos Lanwa(CY) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 


UppoApwer price in i 

Apple (rod) 

Banana 

Banana (Mnkamnnr) ....... 

Beans 

Biriad beans 

Cabbage 

Cairc* 

Cauliflower 

Cucumbers (laxie) 

Cucumbers (small) ' 


Aqaba (RJ) 

11=90 .... Tonis, Casablanca (RJ) 

1231. — Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 

13:It Athens (RJ) 

tt4S. - .'. Cairo (RJ) 

2 $M Laraakafoj) 

21*t Jeddah (juj 

2taM Damascus (RJ) 

21:1# - Riyadh (RI) 

213# Abu Dhabi. Doha) (RJ) 

21 ae... New Dean (RJ) 

2390 KutaLnmpiir, Singapore (RJ) 

239# Bangkok (RJ) 

23b45 Sanaa (RJ) 


Gtefic (green) . 

Lemon 

Marrow (Luge) 

Marrow (hub) 
Onion (dry) 
Onion (green) . 


Peaches 

Has 

£WWflwt) ... 

Pepper (sweet) 

Potato ...... 

Rafth 


Tomato - 


a per kg. 

- 70V 600 
. SQ0/4JD 
. 550 / 500 
. 240/ 200 
M 320/250 
....70/30 
> 17V 120 
.. 230/180 
80/ 40 
. 150/100 
-160/70 
. 3607300 
. 530/450 
100/50 
. 170/120 
.. 140/80 
.. 15V 100 
. 380 / 250 
, 700 / 500 
.,33V 260 
. 220/180 
. 220/170. 
. 240/200 
.. 15V W0 
. 170/ 100 
; 270 j 180 
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PRINCESS OPENS SCHOOL — Her Royal IBgWft Princess 
Basnm Saturday opened a girls’ school in Madaba which cost JD 
500,000. Work on the school, named, after the Princess, had 
started in 1989 and according to Ministry of PdwfrHflrt o f tfwalc, 
the new school has 28 daslrooms, a laboratory, a computer 

trabhig had, a Kbrary, a multipurpose activity hafl and a unit for 
teachin g h an d icr afts. The ofBcfads $aM the school 
1,000 ttadots. 





MINISTER RECEIVES CHAIRMAN — Interior Minister 
Jawdat Sbonl received Saturday ch aln imii off the Arab Interior 
Ministers Conned Nashua* Ibrahim cm the occasion off the end of 
Ids tern as chairma n. Mr. Stand commended die distinguished 
efforts canted by Mr. Ibrahim daring Ids 10-year term. The 
minister said that Mr. Ibrahim had co n trib u t e d to drafting general 
joint Arab a^eements, mdnding the Arab strategy for combatting 
crime and the Arab law on anti-narcotics law. 


HOME NEWTS IN BRIEF 


PSD director addresses federation 

AMMAN (Petra) — “The society has a significant role in 
preventing crimes and delinquency through enabling individuals 
to reach their goals and fulfil their desires legitimately,” Public 
Security Department (PSD) Director Major-General Fadel Ah 
Fuheid said Saturday. In &■ lecture he delivered Saturday at the 
Jordanian Women’s Federation, Maj. Gen. Fuheid said that 
sound upraising of individuals' contributes to creating and- 
bolstering the individual aWVhis society and therefore reduces the 
number of crimes. The PSD director affirmed that justice could m 
never be achieved without the citizens’ initiative winch stems from 
true belonging to the society and the legitimacy of laws. He said 
the role of the society exceeds combatting crimes to the 
rehabilitation of criminals to make them adapt with the social 
environment and to help them coalesce with others. 

Environmental committee holds meeting 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Information Committee of the National 
Strategy for the Protection of the Environment held a meeting 
Saturday -ader the chairmanship of Minister of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs and the Environment abdul Razzaq Tubeishat, who 
is also chairman of the strategy’s steering panel. Dr. Tubeishat 
said that information on the environment should be issued by the 
concerned authorities and noted that an environmental informa- 
tion centre will be established at the ministry. He stressed the 
importance of spreading environment awareness among citizens 
and said suab awareness should stem from principled stands and a 
sound educational system. The minister urged the committee to 
continue its periodical meetings to draw up its working (dan. 
Secretary-General of the Ministry of Information Trad Al Fayez, 
who is chairman of the Information Committee, outlined the basic 
features of the committee's working Plans. He stressed the 
importance of coordination with the concerned authorities, so as 
to reach a comprehensive conception of the environmental 
strategy’s work pr o gram mes. 

Compulsory course to be introduced at 
colleges 

AMMAN (Petra) — Higher Education Minister Awad Khleifat 
Saturday said a compulsory national education coarse will be 
introduced to the auricula of community colleges in Jordan as of 
the next scholastic year. In a meeting with deans of community 
coleges. Dr. Khleifat called for activating the role of these 
colleges and for giving due attention to teachers at these colleges. 
The minsiter denied rumors of the community colleges system 
being cancelled and described these rumours as baseless. He said 
there were plans to restructure some specialisation and branches 
of education at these colleges so that they suit the needs of the 
local market. 

Independence Day celebrations 
continue 

AMMAN (Petra) — Her Royal Highness Princess Aha Bint Al 
Hussein attended Saturday at the Palace of Culture a celebration 
held by the National Schools Group on die occasion of Independ- 
ence Day. The celebration included speeches, national songs and 
dances and theatre shows. 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 


ft Et M hMw a of phH»p by five Malaysian artists at the 
National Gallery at Fiat Aits, Jafaol Lnwt&deh. 

■fr BMrftioa rf pinftip hy AH Tileh and Bafe* Nasiri at Ahtfari 
Hameed Stems Foundation GaBoy — (10 a.m. - 5 pjn-). 
* Exhibition of paintings bylraqi artist Abdal Jabber Salman at 
Alia Art Gafioy. 

& Exharitkn of paintings by the Nazareth School students at the 
French Cottars! Cadre. _ 

ft Ptastie wrt exhibition by 40 Janhtiw artists e ntitled “An Artist 
and a Punting” at Bafadna Art GaBeiy, Gardens Street. 

Exhfiritioo of handicrafts, gifts, leather products, scents, food 
and sweets at the Amman Plaza HoteL 


-ft Feature ffim entitled “One Flew Over the Cncfcoo’s Nest” at 
the American Centre — 7 jmb. 


Premier instructs government offices to 
provide investment programme details 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Munster Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
has instructed all government 
offices to provide by June 30 the 
Ministry of Planning and the 
Budget Department at the Minis- 
try of Finance with their invest- 
ment programmes scheduled for 
1993-3997. 

The request was made through 
a circular issued Saturday which 
called on the various departments 
to include in their planes capital 
projects required to be im- 
plemented in this period, indud-. 
rng those underway or new pro- 
jects to be started. 

Each department should pre- 


sent an assessment of the overall 
cost of each project and the 
amount of funds required each 
year for the projects to be calcu- 
lated in the Jordanian and foreign 
currency, said the circular. It said 
that each assessment should also 
cover such aspects as sources of 
local or foreign funds for the 
project and whether any agree- 
ments exist on financing them, in 
addition to the annual operation- 
al costs for each project. The 
circular said that the statements 
should also indude an outline of 
the specific projects and the ex- 
pected results. 

The prime minister stated that . 
each project should be debated in 


detail through coordination be- 
tween the Ministry of Planning 
and the Budget Department 
when the work begins on prepar- 
ing the 1993 fiscal budget 
He said each department should 
name the projects that require 
priority to be set in line with and 
'Contirbnte towards the imple- 
mentation of the economic res- 
tructuring p rogra m me and the 
aims of comprehensive socio-eco- 
nomic development in all regions 
of tbe Kingdom. 

The prime minister said the 
1993 capital budget will serve as 
the initial year in the investment 
programmes. 


Jordan to attend labour meeting in Geneva 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan’s de- 
legation to an International 
Labour Organisation (ILO) 
meeting in Geneva will submit a 
set of working papers dealing 
with the “application of interna- 
tional agreements on the rights of 
expatriates and migrant workers 
forced to leave their place of 
work, accenting to Minister of 
Labour Abdul Karim Al 
Kabariti. 

The minister, who is beading 
the delegation to the ILO’s 79th 
meeting which opens Monday, 
made the statement upon leaving 
Amman for Geneva Saturday. 

A flood of Palestinian and 
Jordanian workers expelled from 
Kuwait, as a result of die Gulf 
war, has swelled the ranks of tbe 
jobless in Jordan to a dangerous 
point 

According to government sta- 
tistics, by the end of 1991, there 
were almost 129,000 registered 


unemployed people or about 19 
per cent of the labour force in tbe 
Kingdom. Unemployment first 
rose significantly at the end of the 
1980s because of difficult econo- 
mic conditions blamed on the 
failure of oil-rich Arab nations to 
meet their commitments in finan- 
cial aid to the Kingdom. 

The hardships were boosted by 
the return of more than 300,000 
Jordanians from Kuwait and the 
rest of the Gulf area after the 
Gulf war. 

He said that the working pap- 
ers also cover such questions as 
work environment , social security 
and vocational training for work- 
ers. The m inister, who is accom- 
panied by a group of senior offi- 
cials from his ministry, said the 
three-week conference was sche- 
duled to review a report by ILG’s 
director general, covering in part 
democracy vis-a-vis the work of 
ILO. Jordan, in this respect, has 


a role to play and the coming 
meeting will offer the Jordanian 
delegation a chance to focus the 
Light on the rights and freedoms 
of workers in Jordan under the 
umbrella of democracy, tbe 
minister noted. 

Tbe Arab ministers to the ILO 
conference, Mr. Kabariti noted, 
will hold a separate meeting to 
elect a special coordination com- 
mittee to follow up the imple- 
mentation of ILO resolutions re- 
garding Israel’s inhuman prac- 
tices and human rights violations 
in the occupied Arab lands, the 
minister said. 

The ILO’s previous confer- 
ences had passed resolutions con- 
demning Israel’s inhuman prac- 
tices against the Arab population 
in general and the Arab workers 
and their unions in particular. 

Departing Amman for Geneva 
at the same time was Iraqi Minis- 
ter of Health and Labour. 


Reorganisation of health system’s 
economy will be ‘enormous’ task 


By Mona Ghnneim 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — In a press confer- 
ence held at the Jordan inter- 
continental Hotel Saturday by 
tbe French Cultural Centre, rep- 


inevhably stumble upon the ques- 
tion of “how much?” How much 
will the military medical coverage 
be able to contribute? How much 
can the private sector invest? 
And how much will the govem- 
. ment fork over for the care of its 


resen tatives of the Jordanian- - ..citizens? 

French Medical ASsociatioh “No one (at ..the conference) 
farther elaborated : ofi the out- pretended they could solve the 
come of their recent medical cod- grprohleni,’!: said .Du. .Mflhez in 

r. ■ - ■ 1 in- 


ference.' 

Tbe two-day conference, which 
ended Friday evening, consisted 
of a series of lectures, debates 
and discussions on the economy 
of the Jordanian health structure 
with a French delegation, made 
up mostly of economists and hos- 
pital administrators, providing in- 
formation from personal experi- 
ence. The Jordanian participants 
represented the Ministry of 
Health, Jordanian universities 
and the economic sector. 

Dr. Jacques Mflliez, president 
of the French-Jordantan Medical 
Association in Paris, commented 
on the “enormous” challenge of 
meeting the economy of health by 
striving. to address the- needs of 
the health sector. “We have to 
put things on the table,” he said. 
Jordan must define tile e x a c t role 
of the hospital, in chi ding pur- 
pose, size and equipment, con- 
tinue training for people already 
practising medicine, stand in soli- 
darity to fight diseases and most 
importantly, come to some sort of 
financial balance. 

Jordan’s main financial con- 
cern, in regards to health, is the 
need to extend medical coverage 
and insurance to everyone. In 
trying to assess allocation of fi- 
nances, tire health sector wall 


reference to the question of fi- 
nances, but at least the debate 
has commenced and initiative is 
being taken. “The French came 
to talk about their experiences,” 
he said, noting that health stan- 
dards in Europe are quite high 
and nobody expects Jordan's 
health sector to transform over- 
night, particularly when it took 
France 100 yean to perfect its 
own social security system. 

“This seminar helped to com- 
municate and discuss common 
problems in order to avoid them” 
when the time comes to take 
(tangible) action in the reorga- 
nisation of Jordan’s health struc- 
ture. 

Nonetheless, Dr. Milliez 
pointed out that “substantial” 
steps are being taken to address 
the situation. For example, one 
of the Jordanian lecturers at the 
conference emphasised tbe need 
for an executive council to be 
established where tbe interven- 
tion of Jordanian experts could 
lead to an official, conclusive 
proposal. Health Minister Aref 
Al Bataineh talked about coop- 
eration with other Arab countries 
to set up an organ transplant 
system, benefitting die Middle 
Eastern countries involved; as it 
stands now, organ transplants are 
much too costly for Jordan to 


attempt an integrated programme 
on its own. Dr. Milliez also stres- 
sed the importance of the media 
in spreading awareness and jour- 
nalists' role in motivating public 
response. More importantly, 
however. Dr. Milliez noted that 
tbe Jordanian Parliament will in- 
deed bold discussions in the com- 
ing weeks to" evaluate and asses 
the health situation. 

Dr. Fathieh Saudi, president of 
the Jordanian-French Medical 
Association in Amman, ex- 
plained in more detail the Jorda- 
nian participation needed for im- 
proving the health sector. She 
underlined the use of manpower,- 
of which she said Jordan has 
plenty, in all aspects of the health 
sector. 

Dr. Saadi recalled the Jorda- 
nian Medical Council, created in 
1982 but inactive for tbe past five 
years. “The council remains on 
paper," she said, pointing out 
that the council can and should be 
reactivated. 

Dr. Saudi also stressed the 
training of preventive medicine in 
Jordanian universities by requir- 
ing courses in primary health 
care. And to ease on costs and 
space in hospitals, she suggested 
medical care at borne and “day 
care hospitals” which would treat 
patients long-term throughout 
tbe day but allow them to return 
home in tbe evenings. 

Although both Dr. Saudi and 
Dr. Milliez have a lot of confi- 
dence in Jordanian doctors, most 
of whom are well trained, they do 
not deny that tbe restructuring of 
the health system’s economy will 
be a complex and arduous project 
involving more conferences in the 
near future. 


Iraqi artist displays his visions of the desert 


By Maha Addasi 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Abdul Jabbar 
Salman, an Iraqi artist .who 
paints tiie desert in a modern 
way, currently has 43 works, 
which emphasise the artist’s 
obsession with tbe desert, dis- 
played at the Alia Art Gallery 
at First Cirde. 

Mr. Salman is categorised as 
an artist of the “pioneer gen- 
eration,” a group who studied 
in Paris, Rome and London, 
then left a strong impact on the 
contemporary art movement in 
Iraq. These artists are consi- 
dered very active in planting 
tbe first seeds of modern art in 


I Tfc. 


Salman, who is mostly 
influenced by environment and 
its surroundings, is known as a 
realist. His paintings reflect a 
special sensitivity towards col- 
our with intense and bright 
colours often representing peo- 
ple. 

In many of the works dis- 
played, tire .contents of the 
compositioD are not dear. Had 
it not beep for the main theme 
that predominates his works, 
the desert, it may be difficult to 
know what the colours are, but 
at closer study, one can make 


out tbe dark brown as being a 
bedouin tent and the reds indi- 
cate dusters of people. To bfe 
able to define each colour as an 
object is the reason why Mr. 
Salman’s work is not consi- 
dered abstract. 

Many of the works displayed 
in this exhibition show human, 
figures or give the impression 
of dusters of people in a de- 
sert. But, it is not tiie usual 
aspects of the desert on which 
he concentrates the most. In- 
stead, it is often the rela- 
tionships between people with 
the desert. So one finds a 
painting entitled “Sand and 
Women,” where dif ferent hues 
of sand colours are expressed 
and what may resemble human 
figures are painted in dusters. 
What makes them more 
“homan-Iike” is the use of 
deep, warm colours, that come 
in deep contrast with tbe faint 
pastels depicting tbe desert. 
^Mr. Salman himself de- 
scribes bis love of tbe desert 
theme as coming from his 
“love for the space, tbe mys- 
tery of the sand, and the be- 
douins who live in the open air 
away from tbe cities.” 

- As part of bis career, Mr. 
Salman, who graduated with a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in 
fine Arts from the Baghdad 
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Fine Arts Academy, went to 
-Saudi Arabia to teach art in 
Riyadh Fine Arts College. This 
is when be became so involved 
with the desert. His preoccupa- 
tion with sand and sun became 
almost an obsession and tbe 
desert became his favourite 
topic. 

Mr. Salman’s work provides 
a complete study. La some of 
bis paintings, the figures are 
dear and well defined , show- 
bedouins going about their 
ly lives and often in groups. 
Many appear to be engrossed 
in conversation with each 
other. 

In his personal studies of the 
desert, Mr. Salman covered an 
expanse of bedouin life. Some 
of the titles of Ins paintings 
such as “Two Lovers," “Tbe 
Great Love,” “The .Colourful 
Desert,” and "Sand Waves” 
are examples of the variety of 
aspects he paints. 

Mr. Salman participated in 
many exhibition throughout 
bis career. Many were held in 
Iraq, one was a solo exhibition 
held in Itlay. Tbe exhibition at 
tbe Aha Art Gallery is bis 
second exhibition in Jordan 
within a 12-month period. The 
exhibition will continue until 
June 10. 


Regulations announced for 
new banknotes and coins 


By Omar Abttnda 

AMMAN (Petra) — Tbe Central 
Bank of Jordan Saturday 
announced regulations for new 
Jordanian banknotes and coins in 
various denominations pro- 
viding descriptions of various 
bills of paper money and coins. 

The regulations retained the 
current denominations of half a 
dinar, one dinar, five dinars, ten 
(finals' and tbe twenty dinar notes 
with the same colours but with 
some amendments to the pic- 
tures, shapes and embellishments 
on them. 

According to the regulations, 
the half dinar bill wifi carry the 
Amra ancient castle picture, the 
new dinar (greenish colour) will 
carry pictures of the ancient site 
of Jerash and the Roman col- 
Ionaded street, the five dinar fall 


(reddish colour) will cany a pic- 
tore of the ancient city of Petra, 
the ten dinar bill (bluish colour) 
will cany the picture of the Al 
Rabad ancient castle, while tbe 
20 dinar fall (brownish colour) 
will cany a picture of tbe Dome 
of the Rock in Jerusalem. 

According to the regulations, 
writings on one face will be in 
Arabic with tbe picture of His 
Majesty King Hussein on the 
right hand ride with the Arab 
head dress and on the left a 
watercolour of the King. Bills will 
indicate that they were issued by 
the Central Bank of Jordan and 
will carry serial numbers together 
with the signatures of the minister 
of finance and the Central Bank 
of Jordan governor. 

On the back of the bill, the 
writings will appear in English 
with the date of issue in Arabic 


and English; each bill will have a 
metal thread. 

According to the new regula- 
tions, a new dinar will appear in 
the form of a coin along with 
coins of the half dinar, quarter 
dinar, 10 piaster, five piaster, one 
piaster and half a piastei. 

The regulations state that the 
dinar coin is made up of 70 per 
cent copper, 24.5 per cent zinc, 
5.5 per cent nickle and will be of a 
seven sided shape, weighing 9.25 
grammes. 

Each coin carries the side pic- 
ture of King Hussein with English 
and Arabic writing and minting 
dates. 

The regulations noted that the 
existing currency will remain 
valid until tbe Council of Minis- 
ters derides to withdraw it from 
circulation. 



Tbe Arab League Saturday opens a meeting on educational programmes for the occupied Arab 
territories (Petra photo) 

Arab League opens meeting 
on education in Arab lands 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Arab 
League Saturday opened a meet- 
ing here on educational program- 
me for occupied Arab territories 
and called on Arab countries to 
intensify their efforts to counter 
Israel’s policies which distort 
Arab culture. 

The call was voiced by Wael 
Fabmi, head of the Arab 
League’s delegation to the 45th 
meeting of a pan- Arab committee 
on educational programm es for 
Arab students under Israeli rule. 

Tbe educational system in the 
occupied Arab lands faces two 
major problems which are ob- 
structing progress in providing 
culture and education to tbe 
young generation, said Mr. 
Fabmi at the opening session. 

The first problem concerns the 
shortage of financial means, hu- 
man resources and school tex-* 
(books for the students as well as 
appropriate school buildings that 
can support the educational pro- 
cess, said Mr. Fahmi. 

He said that the second prob- 
lem conoems the ongoing repres- 
sive measures against foe Arab 
educational institutions which ob- 
struct the educational process in 
the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip. Arab radio stations are 
called on to make up for this 
shortage in the educational pro- 


cess and intensify their education- 
al programmes to counter Israel's 
hostile measures, Mr. Fahmi de- 
manded. 

Referring to the sufferings of 
tbe Palestinian students outside 
occupied Palestine, especially in 
coming up with the required uni- 
versity fees to pursue their higher 
education, Mr. Fahmi noted that 
a general conference of Arab 
countries supervising the affairs 
of the Palestinians has~issued an 
appeal . to the Arab states: to 
extend a helping hand and fi- 
nance the Palestinian students' 
education. 

Furthermore, the Arab league 
has allocated SI million from its 
own budget for 1992 in order to 
ensure continued higher educa- 
tion for part of the Palestinian 
students, be noted. 

The conference, which was 
organised by the Arab League in 
cooperation wizh the Ministry of 
Education in Amman, was 
addressed by Ibrahim Al Akash, 
director of curricula at the Minis- 
try of Education, who underlined 
Jordan’s keen concern over the 
continuation of educational prog- 
rammes beamed at the Palesti- 
nian students under occupation. 

The Jordanian programmes 
had contributed most effectively 
towards a sound and positive 


educational process and helped 
counter Israel’s practices against 
the intifada and the schools and 
students, said Mr. Akash. 

The meeting is being organised 
at a time when the Arab states 
are more in need of solidarity and 
joint action in the face, of tbe 
common threats, said Mr. Akash. 
He expressed hope that the com- 
mittee. which comprises Jordan. 
Syria, Palestine. Egypt and Leba- 
non as well as the Arab League 
and the Arab States Broadcasting 
Union (ASBU), will seize the 
opportunity of this meeting to 
{chart a new plan for further 
bolstering educational program- 
mes for the benefit of Palestinian 
-students. 

Suad Farkouh, director of tech- 
nical education at the Ministry of 
Education, told the meeting that 
the Arab- Israeli struggle is a 
cultural one for survival and “it is 
incumbent on the Arab states to 
strengthen the Palestinian chil- > 
dren’s confidence io their history 
and culture in the face of Israel’s 
atrocities." 

The five-day meeting is sche- 
-d uled to review an Arab League 
report on educational program- 
mes and means of promoting the 
committee's work during the cur- 
rent intifada in the occupied Arab * 
lands. 


Jordan, Yemen 
commence 
talks on energy 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan and 
Yemen opened here Saturday 
meetings designed to promote 
their cooperation in energy-re- 
lated matters. 

Yemeni Deputy Minister of 
Electricity and Water Moham- 
mad Abdul Aleem Aftvan met 
Energy and Mineral Resources 
hfinister AH Abul Ragheb to 
discuss energy matters and to 
promote existing Jordanian- 
Yemeni cooperation in electricity 
generation. 

Discussion at the meeting, 
which 'was attended by senior 
officiate and tbe (Erector general, 
of the Jordan Electricity Author- 
ity, (JEA), covered topics related 
to energy in general that had 
been discussed by tbe Higher 
Jordanian-Yemem Joint Commit- 
tee last September. Tbe commit- 
tee had derided on measures like 
the exchange of expertise and 
Yemen's benefit from Jordan’s 
experiments to produce electric- 
ity through the employment of 
natural gas and alternatives and 
renewable sources of energy like 
solar and wind power. The two 
sides in the meeting voiced their 
satisfaction with the positive level 
of cooperation between JEA and 
the Yemeni electricity Corpora- 
tion. 

JEA sources said its technical 
teams have conducted a number 
of feasibility studies for tbe 
Yemeni corporation, especially 
on administrative and financial 
matters related to a number of 
energy projects. 

Ministry Secretary-General 
Asem Ghoshe held separate 
meetings with tbe Yemeni official. 


Officers launch anti-accident campaign 

AMMAN (Petra) — Two non-commissioned officers from the 
Highway Patrol Department Saturday commenced on a month- 
long voluntary campaign in which they wifi tour the main streets 
in the Kingdom’s governorates and districts. The two volunteers, 
who maintain tbe motto “No for Traffic Accidents,” will 
distribute pamphlets and booklets on ways of reducing car 
accidents. The campaign is launched by the two volunteers as part 
of the Kingdom's celebrations of the International Traffic Day 
and the Arab Traffic Week. 


The 

FRENCH 

CULTURAL 

CENTER 


presents 



FRENCH 
CINEMA TODAY FESTIVAL 

A selection of the best movie productions 
from the last two years 

at the 

ROYAL CULTURAL CENTER 

from the 1st till the 5th of June 92 at 8p.m 
Films are subtitled in English 
Tickets price: 2 J.D (1 J.D for students) 
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France’s 
wrong move 


AT THE height of the Gulf crisis, the Arab World, 
especially the Maghreb countries pleaded with France 
to show some difference with the American adminis- 
tration in order to avoid armed conflict between the 
West and Iraq. But France stood firmly on the side of 
the U.S. despite much criticism both inside the country 
and abroad. The French government told its Arab 
friends in the Maghreb union that France chose to 
stand on the side of the so-called allies only to later be 
able to sit on the negotiating table and influence the 
quest for peace in the region. 


Now that the peace process has taken on some life, 
the French found it fit to defy their super American 
ally by granting Israel $500 million in loan guarantees. 
The U.S., the strategic ally of Israel, it is recalled, has 
denied the Jewish state $10 billion in guarantees 
because of Israeli defiance of the subject of settlements 
in the occupied Arab territories. 


We can only look at this French “gesture’' towards 
intransigent Israel as one way to sabotage the ongoing 
peace process and undermine U.S. efforts to ensure 
progress in the search for peace. The Israeli minister 
for trade and industry, Moshe Nissim, used the 
opportunity to criticise the U.S. for conditioning its 
approval of the loan guarantees to the halting of 
settlement buildings. “This is an example of the 
principle that aid for h umanitar ian purposes should 
not be mixed with political goals,” Nissim was quoted 
as saying. 

Seen against the dead certainty that the French 
gesture wfl] free Israel to channel other funds to 
settlement activities in the occupied territories while 
□sing the French loan guarantees within the limitations 
they carry, there is tittle doubt that Nissim and the 
hardline Israeli establishment have enough to thank 
Paris for. 

We do not object to the French extending all possible* 
help to immig rants. Including giving them the right to 
migrate to France itself, for example. But we feel 
outraged that the French should enable Yitzhak 
Shamir’s Likud government to divert funds froth its 
own budget into settlement activity in the occupied 
Arab territories. The French move is also ill-timed 
since it improves the standing of the radical Likud 
alliance in the Israeli elections, which are only three 
weeks away. 


Whether sinister or naive, the French move wfl] 
sorely anger many Arab governments, and will add to 
the Arab masses’ mistrust of the intentions of the 
French administration. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA'I Arabic daily Saturday commented on Israel's decision to 
ban Palestinians living in the occupied West Bank from entering 
the Holy City of Jerusalem Sunday on the anniversary of Israel's 
illegal annexation of East Jerusalem. This decision provides 
another proof against Israel's being legjbiie to have any kind of 
control or authority over the holy city because such actions are 
racist and show that the Jewish state does not give any regard to 
Muslim and Christian holy places in occupied Palestine, the paper 
said. It said that the world community had rejected Israel’s illegal 
annexation of Arab Jerusalem 25 years ago, but the Israelis have 
been intent on controlling AI Aqsa Mosque and the Dome of the 
Rock, among other holy sites. Jordan has been right all along to 
adhere to Arab and Islamic rights and to demand that its 
appointed religious committee alone be charged with the task of 
handling issues related to the holy places, the paper argued. It 
said that the Israelis are. through UNESCO, trying to open and 
the door for internationalising the holy city and controlling the 
holy places, including the Dome of the Rock which Jordan is now 
restoring. By dosing Jerusalem in the face of the Palestinians, 
Sunday, Israel is depriving the worshippers of the right to pray in 
the holy places and the world is witnessing an open and flagrant 
defiance of all international principles, the paper said. The paper 
said that UNESCO and other parties trying to tamper with the 
question of restoring the holy places should be on their guard and 
beware of Israel's actions. 


For its pan, Sawt Al Shaab daily commented on Israel's escalation 
of atrocities against the Palestinians in the Gaza Strip, noting that 
the current onslaught on the Arabs was part of a conspiracy aimed 
to undermine the security of the region. Besides escalating its 
onslaught on the Arabs in Gaza and the West Bank, Israel is 
stepping up its acts of agression against South Lebanon in a 
further show of determination to bring the whole region to the 
brink Of war, the paper said. The Shamir government has a reason 
behind ail this namely to ensure voters support for the ruling 
Likud bloc in the coming parliamentary elections, the paper said. 
By endangering the whole region and bringing about an allout 
war, the Shamir government hopes to wion the coming elections 
and perpetuate the rule extremists like Arens, Sharon and 
Shamir, the paper said. Neither the aggression on Lebanon nor 
the escalation of aggression inside the occupied Arab land were so 
far of use and did not achieve Israel’s objectives because they 
were all terrorist actions, the paper said. Even if Israel aborts the 
peace process, the paper said, it can never make the Arabs 
abandon their rights or forget that the occupied land is theirs. 


Sundays Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahd Al Fanek 


Jordan’s economy performed well against odds 


Jordan was one of the countries most hurt by the Gulf crisis, and 
war, especiall y in having to observe the economic sanctions 
against Iraq imposed by the United Nations. The Jordaman 
economy was almost integrated with the Iraqi economy for JO 
years before the eruption of the crisis. Its budget depended 
heavily on Arab official aid, which was abruptly cut. Its balance of 
payments was extremely dependent on remittances from Jorda- 
nian expatriates in the Gulf, which declined by one third, and on 
the traditional export markets of tire Gulf states which were 
temporarily closed until October 5, 1991 when the government of 
Saudi Arabia decided to reopen its borders with Jordan for 
normal trade traffic. 

When the Gulf crisis emerged, Jordan was in its second year of 
the economic adjustment programme agreed upon with the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF). Jordanian performance 
under the programme was until then extremely satisfactory and , 
in many fields exceeding the set targets. Hie crisis forced Jordan 
to suspend the programme. Jordan also suspended debt service in 
a selective manner. The economy was run on a crisis management 
basic all through the remainder of 1991. The economic sectors 
worst bit by the crisis were: tourism, transport, transit business 
and exports. 

The Jordanian economic and soda! difficulties were further 
compounded by the massive return of around 300,000 Jordanians 
from Kuwait and elsewhere, which intensified the pressure on the 
country's Bruited resources and facilities, and called for huge 
capital investments which were conservatively estimated by the 
Ministry of Planning at around $4.5 billion to finance new houses. 


schools, hospitals, and expanding water and electricity supplies in 
order to cope with this new human wave ft at was unleashed while ’ 
Jordan was already in difficult time. 

The Kingdom received substantial foreign aid in the form of 
grants and soft loans from Germany, Japan, the European 
Community and several other industrialised countries, which 
helped the Jordanian government face the shock. Some returnees 
brought their savings along with them which were estimated at 
$475 minion. This helped create some kind of short-term - 
recovery. Jordan, however, continued to be in need for large 
amounts of external aid to absorb tire returning families and 
overcome its difficulties. 

Despite the damages caused by the Gulf crisis and the Gulf war 
during the first quarter of 1991, the Jordanian economy later in 
the year, restored its momentum and achieved some recovery 
after the war ended. 

IMF experts estimated that the Jordanian economy grew during 
the year as a whole by some 0.8 per cent in real terms. Since they 
predicted inflation in 1991 to range around 10 per cent, while it 
(fid not actually exceed 8.2 per cent, it is most likely that the 
growth rate will be revised upwards to 2.5 per cent, which 
indicates an impressive performance taking into account the 
circumstances and the previous expectations. 

Preliminary reports put Jordan's Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP) in 1991 at around JD 2,879 million ($4.25 billion) 
reflecting a growth rate of 10.85 per cent in current prices, despite 
the drop of remittances by 34 percent, and the decline of exports. 
The credit goes to the decrease of imports and the resilience 


demonstrated by the Joidaniari econtwny. . - . . - . 

The Jordanian balance of payments in 1991 was healthy in. 
general. The Kingdom's assets in foreign exchange rase to their 
higbest level. The balance of payments reflected a substantial 
surplus measured by the net position. of the banking sector in 
foreign exchange. The balance of payments however, remains in 
defiat if we take into account the external debtinstalhbents that 
foil due but were not actually paid. Most likely, Paris Club and 
London Oub agreed is March 1992 to resdhednk these arrears 
with a long grace period. 

Having realised the difficult circumstances of the country, its 
continued need to external grants and soft loans, the importance 
of resdtedulfog of debts, the. Jordanian government adopted an 
economic adjustment programme approved by the IMF and the 
World Bank, extending over seven years 1992 ■ — 1998. 


The programme is growth oriented. It is meant to deal with the 
major imbalances in the economy, namely: budget deficit, 
balance of payments, current account deficit, and insu fficie nt 
domestic savings. The programme called for further liberalisation 
of the economy, more individual initiative, promoting domestic, 
Arab and foreign investments on equal footing, containment of 
inflation, correcting distortions, especially in the energy and 
water sectors, reforming public sector entities, lowe ring t he 
ceafing for customs tariff protection, expansion of consumption 
tax, paving the way for a general-sales tax at source, restriction of 
credit facilities by banks to 9 per cent per annum - and gradual 
reduction of subsidies. 


Analysts urge concrete arms controls 


By Nonna Holmes 


WASHINGTON — The five 
permanent members of the Un- 
ited Nations Security Council, 
convening here May 28 for die 
sixth round of talks on Arms 
Transfers and Proliferation Anns 
Control Talks, should focus on 
concrete initiatives to control the 
flow of arms to the Middle East, a 
group of leading of analysis said 
May 28. 

In an Arms Control Associa- 
tion seminar marking the first 
anniversary of President Bush's 
Arms Control Initiative, the ex- 
perts said the world’s major arms 
supplier nations — Britain, 
France, China, the former Soviet 
Union and the United States — 
must move the telks from rhetoric 
to reality. 

“We are in a long-term pro- 
cess,” said Andrew Pierre, senior 
associate at the Carnegie Endow- 
ment for International Peace. 
Over a historical period, he said, 
fte concept of nations banding 
together to address mutual prob- 
lems such as. arms control, “is 
something quite new ... very 
different than anything that’s 
been tried seriously in the past." 

Mr. Pierre said he agreed with 
those who would urge that the 
United States should take the 
lead and go forward. “The fact 
that we’ve got these countries 
together and now committed to 
continuing, I think, is something 
not insignificant.” 

Other discussants at the May 
28 forum were Richard Grim- 
mett, a national defence specialist 
with the Congressional Research 
Service; Lee Fei ostein, assistant 
director for research of the Arms 
Control Association; and Dr. 
Natalie J. Goldring, deputy direc- 
tor of the Britisb-American 
Security Information Council. 

Mr. Grimmett, who has pub- 
lished an annual report for the 
Congress on trends in conven- 
tional arms transfers to the Third 
World for the past decade, said 
“the Soviet Union had always 
been the leading supplier to fte 
Third World, and the United 
States the second,” until political 
and economic changes in the for- 
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mer USSR disorganised produc- 
tion and changed national priori- 
ties. 

He said final arms transfer fi- 
gures for 1991 are not yet com- 
plete, but “dearly the United 
States has been the leading sup- 
plier nation” in 1990 and will be 
in 1991. 

In the final analysis, however, 
he said “economic forces in the 
market place may be more impor- 
tant than any decision by govern- 
ment control regimes" in con- 
trolling the flow of arms to the 
Middle East. 

Mr. • Grimmett said a worl- 
dwide shortage of cash flow 
among most Third World coun- 
tries will create “a major sea 
change in the weapons trade in 
the Middle East thai’s going to be 
significant in the future.” 

Asked what effect cash flow 
economics are likely to have on 
Soviet surplus military equip- 
ment, Mr. Grimmett said that “it 
will create a real fall-off in sales” 
to traditional clients in the region 
from the Soviet Union. 


“It’s one thing to argue that 
you can have fire-sale prices ... 
(and) all this excess military 
equipment that they want to 
transfer because they need cash 
and they need the income,” Mr.’ 
Grimmett noted, “but if the 
buying country can’t pay for it, it 
doesn’t seem that there's much 
incentive for someone to pay the 
transportation costs to get nd of 
excess T-72 tanks and other kinds 
of weapons systems." 

Dr. Goldring said the Perma- 
nent Five talks have been “the 
most prominent effort to restrain 
the arms trade since the end of 
the Gulf war." Noting that fte 
five nations “accounted for more 
than 80 per cent of the world's 
arms market in 1990," Dr. Gol- 
dring said “a great deal of poten- 
tial for restraint" exists, but thus 
far very little of it has been 
realised from fte Paris and Lon- 
don meetings in 1991. 

In sketching the history of die 
arms control initiative. Dr. Gol- 
dring said that the Permanent 
Five delegates in earlier rounds of 


talks recognised the dangers inhe- 
rent in the indi-sc ri minan t transfer 
of weapons and expressed intent 
to exercise restraint through indi- 
vidual national controls. They 
agreed to support the U.N. arms 
register as a steps towards in- 
creased transparency, strongly 
supported the establishment of a 
weapons of mam destruction free 
zone m the Middle East, and 
, committed themselves to de- 
veloping various consultation 
mechanisms and information ex- 
changes on arms transfers to the* 
Middle East. 

Following the second round of 
talks in London, in October 1991, 
they issued a communique with 
guidelines on conventional arms 
transfers. Dr. Goldring said. In- 
terviews with officials after the 
meeting, however, “indicate that 
while there was progress, none of 
these issues was resolved,” she 
said. 

In addressing die question of 
cash transfers. Dr. Goldring oirf 
economic considerations “are 
very important to the Soviet Un- 


ion because so many receive con- 
cessionary terms to begin with.” 
But the U.S. market is for the 
major clients “still looking at a 
wide-open market in the Middle 
East and an increasing market in 
tiie Pacific.” 

While in the Middle East sales 
are likely to entail cash sales to 
countries tike Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, potentially the Emirate, 
in the Pacific, site said. Pacific 
transfers are more likely to in- 
volve arrangements such as co- 
production, co-development, 
joint ventures, an expectation on 
the part of the recipient govern- 
ments that, in paying cash, 
they’re also baying into fte tech- 
nology. “So I thank it’s really 
important to distinguish among 
fte suppliers and also distinguish 
among the recipients.” 

Mr. Feinstein also said that in 
London, the Permanent Five 
adopted general guidelines for 
arms exports to the Middle East, 
which “state laudable goals. ... 
However, unfortunately, fte 
London Declaration does not go 


sales" to Pakistan and to Syria. 
“It's dear they have helped Iran. 


ICARDA’s training helps address 


region’s food- production problems 


ALEPPO, SYRIA — Technolo- 
gy transfer is a fundamentally 
human process of sharing know- 
ledge and experience between 
people. Training, more than any, 
other activity, is the most impor- 
tant component in technology 
transfer. 

Since its establishment in 1977, 
the Internationa] Centre for Agri- 
cultural Research in the Diy 
Areas (ICARDA) has trained 
more than 4,000 technicians and 
scientists from over 50 countries 
around the world. Training is one 
of ICARDA's principal activities, 
and to date fte centre has been 
successful in spreading informa- 
tion designed to boost agricultu- 
ral productivity and sustainability 
in West Asia and North Africa 
(WANA), a region with an ex- 
tremely fragile resource base and 
beset with a growing food deficit. 

Confirmation of the effective- 
ness of ICARDA’s training prog- 
ramme recently came from an 
extensive follow-up survey of 231 
former participants in training 
activities. Almost 38 per cent of 
the respondents had assumed 
higher job responsibilities since 
their ICARDA training. 

ICARDA’s training program- 
me offers a wide range of courses. 


from intensive one-week practical 
sessions to major research pro- 
jects leading to a PhD. In almost 
every training exercise, ICAR- 
DA acts as a partner with nation- 
al. regional and international in- 
stitutions to bring their diverse 
abilities to bear. 

A recent example of this coop- 
erative philosophy was a course 
on the use of satellite imagery for 
interpreting rainfall data, co- 
sponsored by the Canadian Inter- 
national Development Research 
Centre (IDRC) and ICARDA 
and held at the headquarters of 
the United Nations World 
Meteorological Organisation 
(WMO) in Geneva. Participants 
came from Morocco and Turkey, 
and made extensive use of satel- 
lite images provided by the Euro- 
pean Space Agency and the Food 
and Agriculture Organisation's 
Remote Sensing Centre. In this 
instance, ICARDA acted as a 
catalyst, bringing together fund- 
ing from a major donor agency, 
IDRC, with the world-renowned 
skills and technical resources of 
fte WMO, FAO and European 
Space Agency. 

Another evolving trend at 
ICARDA is “train the trainer” 
courses. ICARDA organised 


such course in 1990 in Egypt, 
when six staff members from the 
Egyptian Seed Programme were 
trained in seed filed inspection. 
In turn, these six trainers con- 
ducted two courses in 1991, and 
one so far in 1992. ICARDA’s 
role in these courses has been 
mainly as facilitator, providing 
training materials, technical 
advice and coordinating funding. 
A large share of the funds for fte 
1992 course was supplied by the 
Egyptian Centra] Administration 
for Seed and the German Agency 
for Technical Cooperation 
(GTZ) seed project in Egypt. 

As ICARDA becomes more 
aware of the region’s needs, it is 
tailoring its training activities to 
respond to local specific require- 
ments. This is being pursued 
through frequent in-country or 
sub-regional courses on topics 
highly relevant to the countries 
involved. The courses are usually 
short, concise and intensive. 

In the meantime, fte courses 
conducted at ICARDA’s main 
research station at Tel Hadya, 
south of Aleppo, Syria, are be- 
coming more specialised, focus- 
ing on such topics as DNA 
molecular marker techniques, 
stress physiology and spatial 


weather data generation. These 
courses are intended to enable 
senior scientists to master state- 
of-the-art research techniques 
within the constraints of available 


resources. 

ICARDA's headquarters is 
also the ate of long-term courses 
(usually running between four 


and 18 weeks) during the crop- 
ping season from February to 
'June. 

Possibly more than any other 
activity, training is the key to 
progress in agricultural research. 


qualified, capable and motivated* 
scientists and technicians.* 


Expensiv e equipment and facili- 
ties are no substitute for we 11- 


Through hs training activities, 1 
ICARDA hopes, to provide re- 
searchers' in the region with the! 
skills urgently needed to address 
the problems of food production 
in WANA — ICARDA News. 


ICARDA’s training activities entail spextfug much for 
time In fte Odd, observing first-hand technologies m 


* c y k “ t * P»dfcai experience in agricotord 
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beyond ... vague, undefined and 
unenforceable generalities." ■ 

But a point that has' not been 
made, he stressed, is “we ought 
not to assume that all arms trans- 
fers or sales are bad or should be 
curtailed.” He said that “if it’s 
going to help the Russian eco- 
nomy and defence conversion to 
sell Jow-level technology to some 
benign country in Africa or Latin 
America — or even someparts of 
the Middle East — that’s not 
necessarily so terrible. Countries 
have got to maintain . defence 
capacities.” . 

Mr. Pierre said with the excep- 
tion of Iran, the main recipients 
of Soviet aims — Iraq, Afghanis- 
tan, India, Poland, Greftoslava- 
kia, Central America, “don't 
have money or they’re no longer 
in the cold war game and they are 
unlikely to be major recipients. ” 
He said that, according to one 
“Soviet or Russian estimate, 
whereas they exported something 
fik£$18 billion worth two or tiuee 
years ago, tins is : goii% fo go 
do w n to $4 bflHon for299£.7 

TI F!fe characterised China politi- 
cally as “the wild card," citing 
their earlier transfers “to pariah 
states” and “prospective missile 


“It’s dear they have helped Iran. 
They've been playing a sort of 
cat-and-mouse game- as to 
whether they’re going to abide by 
the Missile Control Technology 
Regime,” be said.. 

“I think it was a major achieve- 
ment to get tiie Chinese to par- 
ticipate in these five-nation dis- 
cussions,’’ he said:,' although 
“they haven’t really been vary 
cooperative participants ever 
once joining.'* 

Turning to the question of TJ.S. 
domestic controls, Mr. Feinstein 
said members of Congress and 
private analysts have suggested 
approaches to governing -U.S. 
arms transfers including requiring 
prompt public disclosure of arms 
sales, strict enforcement of re- 
porting requirements, and* 
amending the Aims Export Con- 
trol Act to require that Congress' 
vote to approve certain military 
sales — United States Informa- 
tion Agency. 
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1/1/br/d No-Tobacco Day 

If you are suicidal, at least respect our desire to live 


By Dr. Azmi Sharaflut 
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Today, Sunday, May 31. 1992, 
the world observes World No- 
Tobacco Day. 

It is a day dedicated by the 
World Health Organisation 
and its member states to the 
cause of ensuring a tobacco- 
free society. 

It is an occasion on which nil 
those who smoke or chew 
tobacco should stop their 


harmful and wasteful be- 
haviour for at least 24 hours. 

In 1992, the World No- 
Tobacco Day is dedicated to 
the right of workers to exercise 
their skills in the cleanest 
posable atmosphere, unpol- 
luted by tobacco smoke and 
free from the stress and bad 
feehsgs that are generated be- 
tween smokers and non-smok- 


ers in a dosed workplace. 

Several of the 4,000 ele- 
ments that have been identi- 
fied in tobacco smoke, such as 
carbon monoxide, formal- 
dehyde, acrolein and benzene, 
can also east in the workplace 
atmosphere. In that case, a 
worker who is also a smoker 
receives a dose of hazardous 
elements from both sources. 


and the overall risk of disease 
is increased. 

Formaldehyde is often found 
in the atmosphere of textile 
•printing works, foundries and 
hospitals; acrolein in the plas- 
tics and robber industries or 
where there are welding opera- 
rims; benzene exists in furni- 
ture finishing plants, the petro- 
chemical industry, and where 


adhesives and solvents are 
made. 

However, the added risks 
are not only for the workers 
who smoke; they also concern 
the passive smokers. Passive 
smokers — those who inhalate 
environmental tobacco smoke 
but are non-smokers — is 
drawing concern there is an 
increasing a warness of its dis- 


astrous impact on health. 

Since most people spend a 
very high proportion of their 
rime at their place of work, 
exposure to environmental 
tobacco smoke is clearly a se- 
rious health threat. 

The Jordanian Anti-Smok- 
ing Society* branches in Am- 
man, Irbid and Karak appeal 


to the minister of health and all 
other ministers in the Jorda- 
nian government to outlaw — 
or at least, severely limit- 
smoking m the workplace. 

In any situation, smoking 
will always add its contribution 
to disability and disease. Bui in 
cbe work place, its effective 
contribution can be much grea- 


ter, entailing extremely high 
economic costs and losses for 
industrial communities and 
national economies alike. 


The writer, who is an opthal- 
mologist, is secretary of Jor- 
dan's Anti-Smoking Society. 
He contributed the above arti- 
cle to the Jordan Times. 
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It just happened, 
almost by accident 


Au revoir to laissez-fumer 

A look at France’s tough new anti-tobacco law 


By CeHa Hall 


>•: I thought everyone would be 
-I -pleased, but my colleague, the 

\ I one who had borne the brant of 

J I ^ it. was absolutely furious. 

**■ O “Whaddya mean?*' she raged. “If 

it was that easy, why didn’t you 
stop years agcrT 

I suppose my inability to ex- 
7 . how one afternoon I had 

- fjyT 9 ' been a packet -a-day , life-long 

r. smoker and four hours later I was 
,not is faintly irritating. I find it 
• j r.i./.f- curious myself. My father frankly 
-7 did not believe it and phoned me 

: three nights running to see if I 
‘ ■: ri-n^^.had still stopped. 

•« . ® nt M afternoon of brain 

- --- ^.5 bashing, a land of mental lung 
' • y washing, did the trick. The stop- 

- .. r .'f*-' smoking session was a mixture of 
7” y* - group and hypnotherapy and it 

• ■' '**** pl*ce m March, 5 exactly 

two months and three weeks ago. 

> ■ _ ( I had not intended to stop and I 

7 . * y- did not even particularly want to. 

-:• For one thing, I wholly resented 
the remorseless pressure from the 
^ •* •-=: e- anti-smoking mob — and I still 

»-•£:*. do. For another, I was pre-meno- 
pansal so stiB had my oestrogens 
: to protect me against heart dis- 

- ~ 'r ease, I had low blood pressure 

and a long-lived and headhy 
family down two blood lines. I 
■ * ■ : . T*.r- rrz; ^ °°* cough or feel unwell, and 

- ■ ~ a’.-ris- I threw off colds more easily, it 

.. - ~ seemed to me, than friends with 
. ^ L" consciously healthier styles. 

>; . On that unexceptional Tbuis- 

, . day afternoon, I bad simply gone 
. . . . \ r . r ~y- - along to the Birmingham session 
- : : r” 7-7; ■ °f Alan Carr’s Easy Way to Stop 
Smoking to write an article about 
- [Xi other people trying to give up. “I 
' r S.‘ shan’t be trying to stop myself. It 
. /'.X would not be fair,” I announced 

7' • “i'.J.'X- ‘'Since my motivation for 

. ; ‘ ’£ 7 ” being here is writing, not stop- 

ping, it would not be right to 

■-* expect your method to work on 

' - i; ■ me.” I could not have been more 
i r.rs. reasonable. After aU, I positively 
’ ^ enjoyed smoking. It gave me real 
'' r ■ pleasure. 

- ' " I thought the counsellor looked 

. . at me rather knowingly. “Just 

listen, try to concentrate,” he 
t said. 

■: : > ’ We were encouraged to smoke 

. : .7- as modi as we wished and most of 
•-■-■v the afternoon was conducted in a 
room so smoke-filled that we had 
^ to open the windows. I noticed, 

7.”’ . j- ;.: with interest, that when I was told 


-r: ’rr-sfe: 


to smoke I was reluctant to do so 
— and so were the others. 

I suppose what happened was 
that the stop-smoking messages 
made intellectual sense. Just as 
smoking itself had become a chal- 
lenge in the face of the opposi- 
tion , so the notion of stopping 
began to feel attractive. The pos- 
sibility of not being a smoker was 
beginning to make me feel 
powerful. It was a secret feel that 
bad nothing to do with anyone 
except myself. Could I also con- 
quer the world? 

In many senses it was easy. The 
physical craving, the pangs of 
desire for nicotine, in just the 
same place where you feel hun- 
ger, faded after a minute or two 
and I experienced them over four 
or five days. The one activity — 
my work — that I thought would 
be the most difficult to accom- 
plish without cigarettes did not 
cause a single problem. I had 
really believed that I would not 
be able to work to dead-lines 
unassisted by nicotine and that 
for the first time ever I would fail 
to writer a story to order. 

Surprisingly, pottering around 
at home on weekend mornings 
proved to be the most difficult 
time — and it still is. I am 
increasingly coming to the view 
that lor me smoking had a great 
deal to do with displacing bore- 
dom; having a cigarette- was-an 
activity in itself. That, and native 
btoody-mindedness. 

Yes, I do miss my cigarettes, 
but lightly. Each “new” experi- 
ence as a non-smoker has to be 
addressed: eating out, drinking, 
waiting for as aeroplane, booking 
into a hotel, a theatre interval; all 
are key moments in which I 
would have smoked cigarettes. 

I have, of course, got fatter 
which I detest — 1Mb when I last 
had the courage to clamber on to 
the bathroom scales — but so has 
my bank account. Holding my 
weight to a reasonable poundage 
has been a necessary adult activ- 
ity; I have never been able to eat 
or drink at will. Now I am indulg- 
ing myself with an extra helping 
here, or a bar of chocolate there, 
and reaping a flabby harvest. But 
if I can succeed with not smoking, 
then I will succeed with a diet. It 
is just a matter of when. 

My skin is pinker; I can sing 
higher notes. I do not smell like a 


bonfire. People bave stopped 
asking me if I have a sore throat. 
Will I ever smoke again? 1 really 


do not know, but all of a sudden 
the question seems not to be very 
important — The Independent. 


By Clare Pointon 

The whiff of a Gauloise is set to 
become a less pungent part of life 
in France, where a strict law 


Arafat in Syria for talks 

(Continued from page 1) He sa id the goveri 


Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir of 
the right-wing Likud Party. 

Asked by a reporter whether 
he thought it would take so long 
to resolve the issue, Rabin sug- 
gested that the U.S.-brokered 
peace talks could be pursued 
more seriously. 

The talks which began last 
October* in Madrid bave often 
bogged down in procedural argu- 
ments, Mr. Rabin noted. What is 
needed is *‘a more serious 
approach to negotiations, not ex- 
changing letters once every 
month and a half,” he said. 


He said the government 
needed to suppress terrorism, “to 
show that by force, and knifings, 
firebombs and rode throwing, 
they will not obtain not one mil- 
limetre of territory.” 

But he added that Israel had to 
stick fast to its proposals to grant 
Palestinians self-role or limited 
autonomy, an interim solution. 
By autonomy, Israel would not 
give up its handling of security 
matters and Jewish settlements, 
“but let them control their lives.” 
Labour’s platform calls for ter- 
ritorial compromise with the 
Arabs while Likud maintains the 
occupied lands are integral parts 
of “historic” Israel. 


Renewed fighting erupts in Kabul 

(Contained from page 1) Mr. Mojaddkh in recent weeks 


’7 Soviet aircraft, which almost k3- 
'' led Afghanistan’s first Mujahe- 
deen president. 

Mr. Hekroatyar has refused to 
participate in Mr. Mojaddidi’s 
government and has been out- 
spoken in his criticism of the 
70-year-old president and his un- 
abashed support of Gen. Dos- 
: tom, the leader of the fierce 
Uzbek militia that engineered the 
fan of ousted President Najibul- 
■ lah’s government last month and 
then prevented Mr. Hekmatyar’s 
forces from seizing, power. 

Mr. Hekmatyar has demanded. 
that Dostum's forces withdraw 
from Kabul and re t ur n to their 
base in northern Afghanistan and 
has vowed to keep fighting. The 
two groups have frequently 
i dashed in the past month,^ leaving 
scores of people dead and. hun- 
dreds wounded. 

But other rebel leaders have 
become increasingly critical of 


Mr. Mojaddtda in recent weeks, 
seeming him of trying to hang 
onto power. Mr. Mojaddidi the 
head of a 50-metnber transitional 
council, is scheduled to turn over 
power in late June to a supreme 
leadership council that wBl orga- 
nise nationwide, elections. 


MOVING ? 

Let Aramex Air Cargo 
take care of the works, 

Door to Door. 

Call the friendly: 
professionals ori 
660507 or 660506 
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banning smoking in public places 
comes into effect in six months. 
For a society in which street cafes 
and tram platforms have tradi- 
tionally been the domain of the 
smoker, this will be a culture 
shock. But for the Ministry of 
Health, whose figures show 
France has one of the highest 
percentages of smokers in the 
European Community (40 per 
cent of all adults in 1991), it is a 
long over-due reform. 

Some 54,000 people die in 
France every year from diseases 
caused either by their own habit 
or by inhaling other people’s 
smoke. 

The so-called “Evin Law,” 
named after a former health 
minister, is the toughest part of a 
government policy that has re- 
cently slapped higher prices on 
tobaoco and revised the rules on 
advertising tobacco products. It is 
designed to protect the non- 
smoker and dissuade young peo- 
ple from starting the habit. It wiU 
reverse the status quo whereby 
French people can and do smoke 
everywhere unless they are ex- 
pressly forbidden to do so. 

Front the autumn cafe and res- 
taurant owners must adapt their 
premises to provide reasonable 
separation between smokers and 
non-smokers. The railway and 
underground authorities will 
offer only a third of their seats to 
smokers, who will be barred from 
lighting up in buffet carriages. In 
the workplace employers will be 
responsible for ensuring com- 
munal areas are smoke-free, with 
the option of creating ventilated 
“smoking zones” for those un- 
able to get through the day with- 
out tobacco. 

The penalties for those caught 
flouting the roles are stiff — 
£30-£60 for a first offence of 
fighting up illegally, and £120- 
£300 for an employer or transport 
authority foiling to enforce the 
law or to put up dear no-smoking 


The reaction so far in France 
has been mixed. The restaurant 
and hotel owners’ association 
(F6d£ ration National de 1’ Indus- 
trie Hotelfere). which groups 
80,000 independent establish- 
ments, has voiced some concern 
that the regulations will be diffi- 
cult to enforce. What do you do 
with a group of smokers and 
non-smokers who want a table 
together? How do you segregate 
people in a way that neither spoils 
the aesthetics of the environment 
nor suggests the customer is sub- 
ject to authoritarian rules? 


What do you do with 
a group of smokers 
and non-smokers who 
want a table 
together? How do you 
segregate people in a 
way that neither 
spoils the aesthetics of 
the environment nor 
suggests the customer 
is subject to author- 
itarian rules. 


The questions are particularly 
sensitive for the French, who 
pride themselves on their “dvfl- 
ised” tradition of savoir-vivre. 
While the country's mushroom- 
ing McDonald’s chain may be 
happy to fix-no-smoking signs to 
its walls, there are those in the 
upper echelons of the business 
who find the idea unacceptable. 

In the celebrated Maxim's res- 
taurant in Paris, where Friday 
night dinner is accompanied by 
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ATLAS TRAVEL & 
TOURIST AGENCY 


SPECIALIZED IN. 

TRAVEL • TOURISM * 
PACKING -CARGO 


TeL6S75S6/B24S83 
RAX 962.6-610108 
-King Hussain Streets Amman 


STUDIO HAIG 

, Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop yarn colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
shm 30% torpor 

• From mniorpo- 
mmat 20 x 30 cm 

Staaefeatti - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: *04042 
Swefieb tel: 823891 



4 Rents- Sale 

" Many villas and apartments 
are available (or rent and 
sale - furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

• Also many lots of land are 
available tor sale. 

For further details, please 
call 

Abdoon Real 


I MANDARIN RESTAURANT I 

Special atinese Foods 
Skilled Ounese Chefs 

|Qpen 1U30-3-J30 & 6:60-1./ Jp d^fy] 
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Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel y 
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AQABA 


CHINESE FOOD 

Open daily 
12.-06 - ISM & 1830-2330 

Tel: $3-31441$ 




The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabat Amman, near 
Ahlryyah Girls School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

Tel 638968 
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Hotel Suites 

WE PROMISE YOU 
A PERSONAL SERVCE 
PLUS REASONABLE 
RATES 


-UBCDTuranfisanEB ; 
YOUR BEST CHOICE 
IN JORDAN- 

☆ Kate Dryctean. 1 Hr. Service 
A- Shoes repair ☆Engraving 

☆ Keys Service 

☆ Upholstry, curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches at YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pfza 
Hut, phone 121656, Fax 
L 8281 S3 j 
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International Cuisine 
Spanish Specialities 

Open Lunch & Dinner 

For Resenanon: Jebel Amman 
Third Cirrif Tel. 615060 ■ 6/506/ 


RSSTAURNT I 

OPEN DAILY FOR I 
LUNCH & DINNER | 
Saves A Variny American Food I 

Enjoy our ftwb Delicious ^<6 
Take Away is Available ! .V * 
ForfteS9vanoiU>lease t/Tsf 1 1 

‘ 001678600 ✓ » If 


Amman - Tel 668 T93 
P0 Box 9403 -Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatriates and 
Businessmen 


an orchestra and black lie is de 
rigueur. the assistant manager, 
Gerard, Marmot, says such signs 
would be completely out of place. 
He says the restaurant's clients 
refrain from smoking during the 
peak dining period anyway, and 
would be put out if the restauran; 
was reorganised so that they 
could not sit at their usual tables. 

Jacqueline Milan, owner of the 
intellectual and show biz haunt 
La Goserie de Lilas, goes farth- 
er. She says the government 
should stop importing tobacco if 
it is seriously concerned about 
people’s health — and not make 
restaurant owners pay for the fact 
that tobacco is legal. But at the 
24-hour Au Pied du Cochon res- 
taurant in central Paris, the direc- 
tor, Jean-Franco is Lecerf, who 
says 80 per cent of his customers 
are smokers, supports the law 
On his premises, which are laid 
out on several floors, he says it 
would be perfectly possible to 
separate those who smoke and 
those who do not. 

The most sensitive area of the 
law is likely to be the ban on 
smoking in communal workplace. 
Surely, say its critics, the ruling 
gives those in top management 
postions, with the luxury of their 
own office, the chance to indulge 
their habit, while those lower 
down the hierarchical ladder — 
who may feel just as strong an 
urge to light up — have to wait 
for a lunch or tea-break? What 
about tbc danger that employers 
will become more likely to hire 
non-smokers? 

At first sight the law appears to 
break with France's traditional 
laissez-faire attitude towards 
most forms of social behaviour. 
However, some may feel smoking 
is one area in which measures to 
curtail the celebrated Gallic 
“freedom of the individual" are 
necessary so as to protea the 
freedom of that individual's 
neighbour — The Independent. 
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LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 



r®L 810685, 810609, 
810520. 


/ CHEN’S \ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
, Estate, near Kilo 
■ Supermarket 

Mongolian Bartequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and tasie our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00- 3:30 

p.m. 

\ 6:30 • Midnight / 

The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 

Kitchenette in every , 
room...! 


Saudi Real Estate i 
687821/22 


TAIWAN TOURISM 

New management by 

Mr. Chen. D. H. ; 
Take away service 
& home delivery - 

Open daily 

12:00 - 15:30 
18:30 - Midnight 

Jabal Amman-3rd Circle 
k Tel.: 641093 , 
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Leconte upsets Stich In Paris 


PARIS (R) — French Davis Cup 
hero Henri Leconte thrilled the 
centre court crowd at Roland 
Garros Saturday when he 
downed Wimbledon champion 
Michael Stich of Germany in 
straight sets at the French Open. 

In the biggest upset of the first 
week of the tournament, 
Leconte, ranked only 200th in the 
world, beat the fourth seed 7-6, 
, 6-4, 6-4 with a vintage display of 
attacking tennis. 

Leconte, who took a long 
’ break from Tennis before com- 
;■ ming to Paris, playing just nine 
tournament matches all year, was 
' back to his sharpest, producing a 
performance to rank with his 
f 'superb victory over Pete Sampras 
' of the United States in last year’s 
’ Davis Cup final. 

; That shock win propelled 
* France to its first Davis Cup 
! triumph in 59 years, with Leconte 
7 the unexpected hero. 

“When 1 beat Sampras, I 
‘ thought — wrongly — that I could 
; play like that every day," be said. 


“On the last game today, it felt 
like the Davis Cup final again." 

The crowd roared in jubilation 
as a Stich backhand hit the net on 
Leconte’s second match point to 
give the Frenchman victory. 
Leconte leapt over the net in 
excitement and commiserated 
with Stich before blowing kisses 
to the crowd. 

Leconte, who was a losing 
finalist at Roland Garros to Mats 
Wilander of Sweden in 1988, took 
two hours 29 minutes to defeat 
Stich. a semifinalist last year in 
Paris. 

Leconte hauled himself out of 
trouble early on when he saved 
six breakpoints in a marathon, 
third game of the match which 
went to seven deuces. 

He held on through the first set 
and then took control in the 
eventual tiebreak, which be won 
7-3, and then broke early in the 
second set. 

Stich was playing patchily, mix- 
ing his big service games with 
some unforced errors as the 


EXCELLENT 
JOB OPPORTUNITY 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY (S) 


with the following qualifications:- 

☆ Fluent in both Arabic and English, read- 
ing, writing and spoken. 

☆ Typing, both in Arabic and English. 

☆ Well acquainted in all other secretarial 
duties, especially shorthand, filing, and 
ability to use PC. 

☆ Strong leadership and dynamic perso- 
nality. 

☆ Minimum experience of 3 years. 

Only qualified applicants need con- 
tact phone 660141 extension 300 be- 
tween 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon on 
Sunday 31/5/92 and Monday 1/6/1992 


FOR SALE 


1. TOYOTA Crown Super Salon/1987 full auto- 
matic (duty free) 

2. PEUGEOT 504/1 984 (Doty free). : : 

3. WANG WORKSTATIONS with 7 screen and 7 
key board + two power conditioners and 3 
printers. 

4. ARCOMP computer (2) with one printer. 

5. TOSHIBA photocopier BD 8412 

6. DUAL sheet feeder 

7. Filing cabinet w/drawers 

8. Storage cabinets and office chairs, refrigera- 
tor, wooden shelves 

9. Computer W/world language 

10. Computer printer TOSHIBA (2) 

11. Petrol tank 

12. Used wall to wall carpets 

Items to be sold will be exhibited on Satur- 


day May, 30, 1992 and Sunday May 31, 1992 

at the 


from 10:00 a.m. - 13:00 p.m. at the Tower 
Building, Prince Mohammad Street 11th 
floor. Tel. No. 629571, 629578 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
ft TANNAH H1RSCH 

:im rns.ro wm. mc 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l— Both vulnerable, as South 
you bold: 

*A104 7A : AQ103 4AI0652 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
diamond. What do you respond? 
A- — We’re on our way to slam; it‘s 
simply a matter of how to get there. 
We won’t argue strongly with those 
who make a jump shift to three 
dubs, but we prefer to save room to 
find out more about partner's hand 
A quieter response of two dubs, to 
be followed by a bid in spades and a 
vigorous jump in diamonds, would 
be our choice. 


hold: 

*KQ rj9 OAKQJ *AKQ103 
Your right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with three spades. 
What do you bid now? 

A. — A takeout double could be the 
winning action, but we are not sure 
where that would take us should 
partner remove to four hearts. We 
would settle for the almost sure plus 
by bidding three no trump, knowing 
all too weU that could cost us a slam. 


Q.2 — East-West vulnerable, as 
South you hold 

*104 71098654 >11062 *QJ 
The bidding has proceeded; 

North East Sooth West 

1 * 2 : ? 

What action do you take? 

A.— Have we missed something? 
You have a near yarborough and 
scant support for partner's suit 
Why on earth should you want to 
enter the auction? Pass. 


Q.5 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

#A52 vKQJLOS 4 vJ97 *32 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

l ♦ Pass 1 T Pass 

1 NT Pass ? 

What action do you take? 


Q.3 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

402 7Q643 >K543 4852 

The bidding has proceeded 
North East South West 

IT 24 ? 

What action do you take? 

A. — You certainly don't have 
much, and we wouldn't criticize 
anyone who elected to pass- But 
experience shows that you should 
lean over backward to bid when you 
hold four-card support for partner's 
major, so we would stretch a little 
and compete with two hearts. 


A. — With just 10 paints in high 
cards and no fit with partner, 
there’s little reason to think that 
your five-card suit is enough to pro- 
duce game. So why even consider 
moving beyond one no trump? That 
i6 surely as good a spot, and perhaps 
better, than two hearts. 


Q.4— As South, vulnerable, you 


Q.6 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4K85 VA63 0A95 4KJ74 
The bidding has proceeded: 

East South West North 
1 C- ? 

What action do you take? 

A.-— Your choices are pass, one no 
trump and double- You might never 
get hack into the auction if you 
pass, and we are not thrilled with 
one no trump on this all-prime 
hand. We think double is the least 
of evils, despite the less than desir- 
able holdings in the majors. 


of the 16.500 crowd 
seemed to get to him. 

It was the second time this 
week that the German had to 
play against the entire centre 
court, who had roared in then- 
favourite Jimmy Connors on ev- 
ery point of a tense five-set first 
round duel. 

“The crowd was not against 
me,” he said. “It was in favour of 
Leconte and Connors. But it was 
worse against Connors. The 
atmosphere was good today. 
They were cheering Henri bat 
they still applauded my good 
shots. 

“But it’s not easy to play with 
16,000 people cheering your 
opponent. 

“It was the best match I played 
this week. I didn’t play badly but 
eveiy risk he took, the ball 
seemed to go in. I played good 
tennis but it wasn’t good enough. 

"It’s the tongfa thing with Hen- 
ri. His game is very risky but 
when be starts to play like that, 
it’s tough to find an answer.” 

Leconte gained the vital break 
on the seventh game of the third 
set when be came back from 
40-15 down with two scintillating 
return winners. He took the next 
two points and served oat the 
match for one of the greatest 
triumphs of his career. 

The Frenchman said he felt 
physically fresher by not playing 
much before the tournament. 
“All the players here who played 
a lot on the clay court circuit are 
tired,” he said. 

“I had reached the point when 
I thought I wouldn't be able to 
play anymore. Now I feel very 
well. I feel like playing again, 
especially the way I played today 
— it’s great.” 

Leconte meets either 15th seed 
Aaron Krickstem of the United 
States of Marcelo Fifippini of 
Uruguay in the fourth round. 

Ninth seed Petr Korda of 


Czechoslovakia also advanced to 
the last 16, beating Dutch man 
Mi chiel Schapers 6-4, 6-2, 3-6, 
6 - 1 . 

Earlier, Women's first seed 
Monica Seles of Yugoslavia 
readied the fourth round, losing 
just one game against Lori 
McNeil of & United States and 
set up a meeting with Akiko 
Kijimuta of Japan. 

Seles, still untested in pursuit 
of her third straight women’s 
title, raced past Lori McNeil 6-0, 
6-1 in 45 minutes to reach the 
round of 16. 

Seles, who has lost a total of 
only ax games in three matches, 
won as easily on McNeil’s serves' 
as her own, and the centre-curt 
crowd came to life only when the. 
American finally won a game in 
the second set. 

Seles missed Wimbledon last 
year, but has won the past four 
Grand S lams she’s entered, in- 
cluding the Aust ralian Open this 
year. Due to the upset of No. 9 
seed Anke Huber, the first 
seeded player she could meet is 
No. 5 Jennifer Capriati in the 
Quarterfinals. 

The No. 3 seed. Gabriels Saba- 
tiiti, was to play France’s Julie 
Holord later Saturday. The No. 2 
and No. 4 seeds, Steffi Graf and 
Arontxo Sanchez Vicario, won 
their third round matches Friday 
in Straight sets. 

No. 2 men’s seed Stefan 
Edberg and No. 5 Michael 
Chang, who won rain suspended 
second round matches Friday, 
also were in action Saturday. 
Edberg was matched against Rns-. 
sian Andrei Cherkasov and 
Chang against Sweden's Nicklas 
Kulti, the first round conqueror 
of John McEnroe. 

Defending men's champion 
Jim Courier, ranked No, 1 in the 
world, overpowered Argentina's 
Alberto Mandm, 6-4, 6-2, 64) 
Friday to reach the round of 16. 



JORDAN UNIVERSITY FOR WOMEN 
CIUW) 




Jordan University for Women (JUW) is offering a summer 
Bitensh/e course in: 

for non-Arabic speaking females. Classes begin on 
4/7/1992 and last for a period of 6 weeks. The course 
includes: 

Arabic writing and sound systems 
Basic vocabulary 

Basic grammatical structures (morphology and syntax) 
For further information, please contact: 

Ms Reem Abu Lughod 
Jordan University for Women 
P.O.Box 961343 
Amman - Jordan 
Fax: 715570 

Tel.: 715558 / 715481 / 715982-85 


Mansell shatters record to 
keep Monte Carlo pole 


MONTE CARLO (R) — World 
Championship leader Briton- 
Nigel Mansell shattered the 
Monte Carlo qualifying lap re- 
cord Saturday as he grabbed his 
sixth successive pole position this 
year for Sunday’s Monaco Grand 
Prix. 

ManseD, in a Williams, reacted 
to a concerted challenge from his 
team mate Italian Riocardo Pat- 
rese to dock a best time of one 
minute and 19.495 seconds at an 
average speed of 150.711 kph on 
foe 3328-kms street circuit 

This eclipsed the previous best 
qualifying lap record, set by 
World Champion Ayrton Senna 
when he took pole position a year 
ago, by nine-tenths of a second. 

Patrese ended up second fas- 
test in 1:20.368 ahead of Senna, 
in a McLaren, on 1:20.608 and 
Frenchman Jean Alesi, in a Fer- 
rari, who docked 120.895. 

The pole position was Man- 
sell's sixth out of six this year and 
the 23rd of his career. 

Given die importance of pole 
position on the twisting and slow 
Monaco circuit, Mansell has a 
perfect of extending his 

record season-opening run of five 
straight wins to six in Sunday’s 
78-lap race. 

Mansell, fastest from Tluiiv 
day’s opening qualifying session, 
had a scrap on ms hands Saturday 
with Alesi, Senna and Patrese 
offering strong challenges. 

Alesi flung his Ferrari around 
with almost wild abandon, fre- 


quently locking the brakes and 
’’kissing” the unforgiving Mona- 
co barriers, but could still do no 
better titan fourth spot. 

Patrese twice outpaced Mamell 
during foe session to. take pole 
from the Englishman, but in foe 
end be had no answer to an 
extraordinary lap from Mansell 
eight minutes from the end. 


Senna, straggling to extend his 
own ran of three successive pre- 
vious poles in the principality, 
spun and crashed heavily back- 
wards at Mirabeau midway 
through Die session. 

He was not hurt but the rear 
wing fell off his car in the tunnel 
and he seemed to dump a stream 
of oil on the track as he drove 
slowly bade to the pits to foe take 
the spare McLaren. 

Mansell's performance, howev- 
er, had everyone gasping. It was 
his second Monaco pole, but his 
first since 1987, and he will be 
hunting his first win on the 
famous track Snnday. 

His previous best finish was 
second last year though he has 
twice previously led races. If he 
wins, he will also equal Italian 
Alberto AscarFs 40-year-old re- 
cord of six successive wins in a 
season. 

Mansell said: “I had some pret- 
ty hairy moments and I was just 
lucky to get a dear lap in when I 
did. I was gjad there were no 
other cars out there on the track 
in my way... it was fantastic.” 


FIFA changes backpass 
rule to cut time wasting 


NEWPORT, Wales (R) — Soc- 
cer’s rule makers Saturday ban- 
ned goalkeepers from handling 
back-passes in a crackdown on 
time wasting. 

The change, which conies into 
force on July 25, was among five 
rule amendments adopted by the 
Intern ational Football Federation 
(FIFA) board meeting in Wales. 

“We are saying that by not 
permitting this, this will give the 
game less loss of time and a better 
attacking spirit,” FIFA General 
Secretary Sepp Blatter told a 
news conference. 

Until now, keepers have, been 
allowed to pick up balls kicked 
back to them by defenders: But 
FIFA- says teams are abusing that 
prjyflegeto cut down on rpal pfay 
if, for example, they want to keep 
a narrow lead towards foe end of 
a match. 

Now, goalkeepers who handle 
a deliberate back pass from inside 
or outside the penalty area will 
have an indirect free kick 
awarded against them. Keepers' 
will still be able to catch balls 
beaded or chested back to them. 

Mr. Blatter said foe change, 
introduced as an experiment at 
last year's nnder-17 World Cham- 
pionship in Italy, would make it 


more likely that opposing players 
would challenge keepers for the 


ball on a back pass. 

He said analysis of the 1990 
World Cup final showed that 
some games had only 45 or 46 
minutes of proper play. Much of 
the rest was time wasting, be said, 
with goalkeepers holding foe ball 
for up to four minutes each in the 
course of a 90 minute match. 


The worse abuse at foe World 
Cup was by the United Arab 
Emirates, who used the back pass 
continually during their match 
against eventual champions Ger- 
many to Emit their loss to 4-0. 

Mr. Blatter also criticised re- 
ferees for not stamping down 
hard enough on time wasters. 
The rule change also reflected 
their failure to do their job prop- 
erty. he said. 

A mong other changes, the 
FIFA board decided that a goal 
kick or a free kick from inside foe 
penalty area' could be taken from 
any tide of the box to speed up 
* the gamo. . 

It alsp.decided that when play- 
. ers were [Sent off for a second 
caution, tfe 

- both foe yellow ami red cards to 
1 make dear the expulsion was for 
the double caution rather than for 
. the specific offence. 

The red card, symbolising ex- 
pulsion, is now used alone and its 
waving by foe referee in such 
circumstances has sometimes led 
to confusion and protest. 

The board rejected a FIFA 
proposal to allow goalkeepers to 
move along the goal-line before 
an opposing player takes a penal- 
ty, deciding to retain the rale that 
the keeper most stay still until the 
shot is struck. 

None of foe changes affect the 
European Soccer Championship 
finals in Sweden, wtndi take 
place from June 10-26. 

But the board did say that in 
Sweden, teams would be able to 
field two substitutes from among 
nine players instead of the pre- 
sent two from five. 


I can't help you with 

YOUR HOMEWORK TONIGHT.. 
I'M TOO TIRED... 


THAT'5 ALL RIGHT.. IT r LL 
WORK OUT FINE... 



I LL PUT DOWN THE SAME 
TIRED OLD ANSWERS TO THE 
SAME TIRED OLD QUESTIONS 



Andy Capp 
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FORECAST FOR SUNDAY MAY 31, 1992 . ■ V 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter-Four*)^ 

oyer a period, of 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Hie 
New Moon in Gemini offers an 
unusually good time to project 
your ideas and thoughts to others 
who need to get an accurate pic- 
ture of what you have in mind 
where they ate concerned ... 

ARIES.: (March 21 to April 19) 
Matters of a worldly and outside 
nature should occupy your 
thoughts and your plans today so 
devise- a coqree of action (or gain- 
. ing more pqblic recognition. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
This is die time to study every 
available publication or periodical 
to get the information that can aid 
you to have a greater abundance to 
span. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) A 
day to go along with what jkjut 
attachment would like you to do 
for by-so doing you can get your 
relationship on a closer rapport. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Whatever brings you into 
greater accord with a very down to 
earth individual requires thstyoa • 
approach matters from that per- 
son’s standpoint. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) This is 
your day to consider the services 
you need to reader others and the 
best manner in which you can do 
this on a very nitty-gritty basis. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You are able to arrange the 
factual requited for any entertain- 
ments or recreations in which you 


plan to 
time. 


LIBRA: (September 23 feOcibber 
22) You seed D consider your, own 


residence today from foe view jr® 

can tfoofa very practical 


. what you can 

nature to make' it operate ^iroort 
easily. ' » 


SCORPIOS (October 23 to Nmem. 
ber 21) A voy good day to get into 

very important communication! 
and to reach a meeting of mipth 
with relatives, dose comrades but 
tonight avoid travel. - 


SAGITTARIUS: (November %. to 
December 21) Your -day to bonad- 
er just what your material uteds 
are and to devise more ways of a 


nature by which they can. 
of your life. • 


a pan 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) This is your day to be 
highly personal and to arrange 
those various means by which you 
can bring anticipated pleasures to 
yourself. 

AQUARIUS: (January 2 Ito Febru- 
ary 19) Have the insight now to go 
over conditions you want about 
you with your loved one so that 
both of you will feel mote secure 
in the days to come.. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Experienced or long time 
friends and acquaintances are able 
to BK you recommendations by 
which you will be able to advance 
your aims quickly. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



HARR 5-7 


"Your wife says to bring home a loaf of 
bread, a quart of milk, and the man 
you used to be." 


I THAT SCRAMBUED-WORD GAME 
I* by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee- 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, ■ 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


SNUKI 

K 





b 


o2itm<S2' 




Home alone again (sigh) 


ALMEY 


IE 




GAF1NC 


HI 



DORR 

T 

IL 



A PH1LANPEREK t'S 
NEVER R77WEKEP 
BY TEMPTATION 
EXCEPT WHEN — - 


m 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answers HE QJU ’□ COX3 "" 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers Monday) 

Jumbles: FLUKE KAPOK TANGLE CACTUS 1 
Answer He brought his fishing gear, because he 

heard they were looking far this— A TACKLE 


E 


THE Daily Crossword by Dorothy B. Martin 


ACROSS 
1 Butcher's stock 

8 Restaurant DM 

9 Physicians, 
tamWaily 

13 Specialized 
vocabulary 

14 Nonsense 

15 Privy to 

16 One ot a night 

17 — ben Adhem 

18 Zhivago’s love 

19 Rod's 
snverware? 

22 Deer 

23 Oglers 

24 Diane's 
attorney? 

30 Grows weary 

31 Negatives 

32 In the know 
35 Revise 

■36 Speaks with 
enthusiasm 

38 Ashen 

39 Convened 

40 Sandwich shop 

41 Succinct 

42 Push over Ted? 
45 Stage whisper 

47 Maximum suffix 

48 Red’s hoggish 
friends? 

55 Concept 

56 Weed 

57 AcmrRynn 

58 Legal claim 

59 Turk VIP 

60 Laundry cycle 
81 Cuts OH 

62 Haunt 

63 Swiftness' 
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cnM2 P TrfcuM Man* Sfrwcet, me 

AM Rights flawed 


DOWN „ 

1 Shapeless body 
. 2 Art deco name 

3 Lab gel 

4 Labor untiringly 

5 Long steps 

6 vats 

7 ‘Thanks —I” 

8 "or (Frank 

Sinatra) 

9 Funny Phyffls 

10 Walking — 
(enraptured) 

11 Foot problems 


12 Obstacle 
14 Ron with a hole 

20 Nertheris 
partner 

21 Cereal grains > 

24 Stalk 

25 Assistant 

26 Summons 

27 However 

28 Smtth’sobjecL 

29 Trouble . 

32 Dwell (on) 

33 Otherwise 

34 Pare 

36 Made amends . 

37 Mountain 

38 Vim . 

40 Simpleton 

41 Wafts 
unstaatfty 

42 dants 

43 One who 
sniggles 

44 Manhattan 

' school letters 

45 Of sound 

46 Precipitous 


Y«tenby*s Puzrie Soh wd r 
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48 Invoice 

49 Identical 
SGWMeemfe 
51 JOumey 


52 Cae*rt 

__ *WA"\rt.. 

53T- 
54' 
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^Switzerland joins IMF 


i)wii«iiaiHi Mvauic a umuwi v> w wnil^i ^vin repuouo* 

he Internationa] Monetary Pond have become members in recent 
• ?S[IMF) Friday, the fund weeks: The three Baltic states — 

:< ii -^^rmounced, bringing its mem- Latvia, Estonia and Lithuania — 
r.^V^iberahip to 164 countries. as well as Georgia, . Kyrgyzstan 


^WASHINGTON (AP) — 


.Switzerland became a member of 


markets and private ownership. 
Sot former Soviet republics 


■ '"■‘•i , tu . Switzerland’s contribution will and Armenia. 

^ t *'be worth S2.36 billion, so that the 

'■frpfcj. . food’s total resources win be the . _ „ . „ . 

--4 equivalent of S129JJ baBon. Ike * ,<Sn * £““■ *“™ ““ ^ 

: r- -' ;? '% tad in recent yeare h» been ^membership and are expected 

: r:.:^ '/'lending mainly to Tlnid World “ 1 “ < ^ “ In P lete 
; : !j ' c >. coun tries, in return for promises formailtlcs ' 

:1 ■ j ,^-Nof changes in their economic poll- Switzerland, a leading member 
s \, #1 , "** des. of die world financial community, 

v Mow it has begun to take a has long cooperated with the 
"* . ' r -‘. y'^simflar role in changing the eco- fund, but its 700-year-old trarfi- 
. . . ; Roomies of the countries that used tion of neutrality has kept it from 

make up the Soviet Union joining. Earlier this month, Swiss 
• ’ *;*»« r. away from the communist system voters accepted membership in a 
* r '~ ^ and toward Western-style open referendum. 
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New York 
Close 

"’ ,r 29/5/92 

New York 
Close . 

i 

■w< 28/5/92 
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1 .8285 

1 .8050 
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1.6080 
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1.4570 

1.4768 
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5.4010 

5.4625 
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129.60 
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Fate of Jordan-Gulf, 
A1 Mashrek banks 
awaits final decision 


By Saiam Shawwa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Central 
Bank of Jordan (CBJ) is con- 
sidering four definite and final 
offers to buy Jordan-Gulf 
Bank (JGB) which has incur- 
red JD35 million in bad debts 
and therefore has caused se- 
vere financial troubles, espe- 
cially liquidity strains, over the 
past few years. 

According to a senior JGB 
official, the four offers cover 
both JGB and Ai Mashrek 
Bank which are expected to be 
merged in the coining two 
weeks. 

The senior banker said that 
JGB was undergoing a restruc- 
turing process over the past 
few monthsand he pointed out 
that JGB was recently merged 
with the Syrian Jordanian 
Bank which was also facing 
financial troubles. ■ 

He elaborated that the new 
entity, which would include 
three merged banks, would be 
based on more solid and sound 
foundation. 

Waleed Asfour, head of the 
management committee which 
was appointed by a decision 


from the Economic Security 
Committee in 1989, said that 
JGB was entering a critical 
point in its operations. 

Mr. Asfour said the bank 
has supplied all concerned par- 
ties with detailed information 
about JGB and that the buying 
offers cover two options: 

1) Buying the bank as an 
‘ entity requiring farther res- 
tructuring under the laws and 
regulations of the CBJ, or 

2) Creating a new financial 
entity with a JD10 million 
capital whereby the new bank, 
under a new name, would car- 
ry all the bad debts of the 
bank. 

Mr. Asfour attributed JGB's 
bad loans to heavy lending by 
the bank to the transportation 
sector in the ’80s. He said JGB 
exceeded its lending limits and 
had problems in getting the 
debtors to repay back the large 
sums they have borrowed. 

He denied that JGB’s finan- 
cial records were false or that 
the collaterals for loans were 
insnffidem adding that the 
problems of the bank were far 
less serious than those of the 
former ‘Petra Bank. 

JGB’s General Manager 


Waleed Khairallah explained 
that a proposal to buy the bank 
was first floated eight months 
ago when the Jordanian Ex- 
patriates Holding Establish- 
ment has shown interest in a 
deal. The discussions with iue 
group did not achieve much, 
he added, until three more 
parties entered the race to buy 
the bank. 

“It is getting very serious 
and we anticipate a decision 
veiy soon,” he noted. 

Mr. Khairallah said the mer- 
gers and the sale of JGB were 
in line with the CBJ policy to 
reduce the number of banks in 
the Kingdom. 

The general manager refer- 
red to tire recent strike threats 
by the bank employees for 
higher pay and stressed that 
the bank intends to keep all its 
employees at all branches with- 
out any reduction whatsoever. 

He said that the bank would 
abide by the decision of the 
compromising council to which 
the dispute was referred. He 
urged the employees to show 
the necessary understanding of 
the transitory period the bank 
is going through. 


‘Black money’ rules in 
Bangladesh economy 


DHAKA (R) — “Black money”, 
mostly the proceeds of illegal 
trade which are used to bribe 
officials, accounts for about 31 
per cent of Bangladesh's gross 
national product (GNP),anews- 
paper reported Friday. 

“The size of the black money... 
wQI be around 290 billion taka 
(over $6 billion)," the New Na- 
tion said, quoting an undated 
World Bank survey. 

“With the gross national pro- 
duct calculated at 800 billion taka 
($20 billion) the influence of 
black money, being slightly over 
31 per cent of the GNP, is 
tremendous,” the paper said. 

” World Bank 'study on “cor- 
ruption, bribery and smuggling 
and their influence on the general 
economy of Bangladesh” showed 
that Mack money was a major 
impediment to the growth of the 
private sector, the newspaper 
said. 

The study found that it took 
more than three years to obtain 
government permission to set up 
an industry in Bangladesh. 

Such a delay “encourages extra 
unofficial payments and brib- 
ery... which is often as high as 
five per cent of the total turnover 
of the industry,” the newspaper 
quoted the World Bank report as 
saying. 

“lie black economy covers 
areas of export and import, insur- 
ance, industry, legal sector, brib- 
ery and smuggling,” the report 
noted. 


Prime Minister Begum 
Khaleda Zia said recently that 
Bangladesh’s switch . to a free 
market economy is paying off and 
the country is finally able to pay 
more for its own development. 

“(The) free market economy is 
now the global trend and we are 
rapidly building ourselves up 
Uniting our economy with this 
trend,” she said. 

“Dividends are being gradually 
reaped from this measure,” she 
told a national seminar of eco- 
nomists , journalists and 
businessmen. 

Bangladesh, one of the world's 
‘ poorest countries, has an annual 
* per capita income of $170. 
i It received nearly $16 billion 
“ over the last 10 yean from inter- 
national agencies to finance de- 
velopment projects, according to 
government figures. 

Mrs. Khaleda, who took power 
after winning parliamentary elec- 
tions in February 1991, blames 
the current economic chaos on 
former president Hossain 
Mohammad Eisbad, who doled 
out large sums in unprotected 
bank loans to his cronies. 

Mrs. Khaleda said her aim was 
to restore economic discipline 
and ensure the accountability ex- 
pected of a democratic govern- 
ment. She has already cracked 
down on bank loan defaulters. 

She said beT government aimed 
to increase the national income 
and alleviate poverty. 

"We have ousted one antocra- 


Furnished Flat For Rent 

Newly built, not used. Deluxe; 170 sq. m. 3 bedrooms. 
L-shape living & dining. Fully furnished with all kitchen 
utensils, European style. Telephone available. Location: 
7th Circle, Abdulla Ghosheh Str.. between "Music Box" 
and “Fareh" supermarket 

Please call tel. 820220 


Furnished Apartment 
For Rent 

Fully furnished apartment ip Shmeisani, behind the Arab 
Bank. Consisting of two bedrooms and a joint living & 
dining room, with telephone and central heating. 

If Interested please call: 666987 
between 9:30-1:30 & 3:30-7:00 


Cinema Tel: 677420 

CONCORD 




Too Hot To Handle 


Shows: 3-J0, 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 p.m. ‘ 

— Tel: SmV 

Nabil AI Mashini Theatre 


r &nem&' - Tel: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 




Richard Gere, Julia Roberts ...in 

PRETTY WOMAN 

Shows: 1230, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 1030 p.m. 


Nabil & Hisham 
in person acting in the play 

“Milan.- New World Order” 

Tickets at: JD 2, JD 3 & JD 5 

Daily at 8:30 pm Extra stow on Wednesday 4:30 pm 


'Cinema Tel: 625155 

RAINBOW 


TWINS 


Shows: 3:30. 6:30. 8:30, 10:30 p.m. 
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cy. Another tyrant remains. And 
that tyrant is poverty,” she said. 
“We must ensure daaFbhaat (rice 
and lentils) for the people. Only 
thus can we turn our poor people 
into a productive work force.” 

Finance Minister Saifur Rah- 
man has said he will propose 
catting thousands of jobs from 
the government payroll when he. 
announces Bangladesh’s annual 
budget next month. 

“The size of the government 
would be reduced to ensure opti- 
mum use of limited resources and 
bring efficiency to the state 
machinery,” he said at a pre- 
budget discussion Iasi week. 

“But the task would not be 
easy,” the pro-government Tele- 
graph newspaper quoted him as 
saying. 

“There has been widespread 
unemployment... and throwing 
many people out of employment 
would create an adverse impact,” 
he- pointed out. 

Spending on government salar- 
ies had increased six-fold in the 
past few years to 78 billion taka 
(51.95 billion), he said. 
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Clothing, footwear post 
highest rise in Jordan’s 
’91 cost of living index 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The All Items Cost 
of Living Index rose to 168.1 
points in 1991 from 155.4 points 
in 1990, but the increase was 
lower than the 21.8 points reg- 
istered in 1990 above the 1989 
figures. The relatively lower in- 
crease reflects what most analysis 
describe as a gradual stabilisation 
of prices after the upheavals cre- 
ated bv the Gulf crisis, according 
to Central Bank of Jordan (CBJ) 
statistics. 

The comfort that the stabilisa- 
tion trend offers is only momen- 
tary before taking a closer look at 
the sector-by-sector rise since 
1989. All indices were set at 100 
in 1986. with the pointed decline 
from the oil boom which led to 
changes in the living patterns and 
demand and supply situations in 
the Kingdom. 

Some economists argue that 
the indices followed by the CBJ 
are not fully realistic, when tak- 
ing into consideration the actual 
price rises in the market and the 
increases reflected in the statistic- 
al figures. They say that the index 
structure is outmoded and call for 
an entirely new set of parameters 
to draw up new indices based on 
the “shifting priorities” of the 
average Jordanian citizen. 

“It rs a matter of how you look 
at it and set the basis ingredients 
for an index.” said one analyst. 
“For instance, indices drawn up 
years ago on the basic of the 
prices of certain items and their 
priority status in daily lives need 
updating after including new 
items as well as the receding or 
emerging priority status of 
needs.” 

But Dr. Fahed Fanek. a noted 
economist and columnist for the 
Jordan limes, disagrees with this 
view. “The indices set by the 
authorities are realistic and are 
the best available measurement 
for the cost of living of limited 
income families,” he said. 

The indices do not represent 
inflation figures since the very 
setting of inflation figures in- 
volves numerous other elements 
which “do not come into the lives 
of limited income families,” Dr. 
Fanek pointed out. 

Dr. Fanek said the scepticism 
expressed by many over what 
they see as an unrealistic reflec- 
tion of the housing sector in the 
official index was unfounded 
since the index only served as a 
measurement for the “limited in- 


come families” and cannot be 
seen as a realistic indicator of 
construction costs or high rents in 
some of the Amman suburbs. 

Despite the calls and argu- 
ments, the fact remains that the 
.only source for basic data to go by 
is the indices set in 1986. 

On the basis of the 1986 in- 
dices, CBJ statistics indicate that 
the largest rise was in the general 
index for clothing and footwear, 
registering an increase of 54.4 
points between 1989 and 1990 
and 26.3 points between 1990 and 
1991. The separate index for clo- 
thing rose by 68.7 points between 

1989 and 1991 and for footwear 
by 45.5 points. 

The general index for food 
items went up from 125.S points 
in 1989 to 151.2 in 1990 and 167.9 
in 1991. A split-up showed that 
the cereals and bakery price in- 
dex rose from 101.1 to 110.3 in 

1990 and 124.1 in 1990; meat and 
fish from 120.5 to 165.5 in 1990 
and 179.7 in 1991; fruits from 174 
to 183.2 in 1990 and 223.6 in 
1991. Vegetables from 136.9 
points to 131.1 points in 1990 and 
156.7 in 1991. 

The dairy products and eggs 
index went up from 123.9 to 153.8 
in 1990 and 165.2 in 1991 while 
another covering other food 
items rose from 123.6 points to 
146.5 in 1990 and 161.5 in 1990. 

The drinks and tobacco index 
registered an increase of 19.2 
points, rising from 140.2 to 155.9 
in 1990 and 159.4 in 1991. 

The general housing index 
went up from 117.6 to 130.9 in 
1990 and 138.2 in 119. while rhe 
separate fuels and utilities index 
rose from 100.9 to 105.7 in 1990 
and 114.7 in 1991. The fuels and 
utilities index is expected to regis- 
ter a dramatic increase in 1992. 
after the government increased 
the prices of heating fuels by up 
to 40 per cent in February this 
year. 

The separate housing index, 
which is cited by many as not 
reflecting the actual shooting up 
of rents in the wake of the return 
home of over quarter million 
expatriates, showed an increase 
of 14 points only between 1989 
and 1991, from 110.2 to 11813 in 
1990 and 124.2 in 1991. 

The housing index — which 
includes cleaning and mainte- 
nance expenses in addition to 
rent, but excludes cost of housing 
units — rose by another 3.5 
points and the fuel and urensils 
index grew by 3.1 points in the 
first two months of this year. 


An index related to “others” 
within the housing sector in- 
creased from 154 points to 190.3 
in 1990 and 199.9 in 1991. 

The general index for other 
goods and services registered an 
increase from 153.8 points in 1989 
to 167.9 in 1990 and 175.7 in 

1991. 

Within this category, the trans- 
portation index went up from 
158.3 points to 164.1 in 1990 and 
171.6 in 1991; medical care from 

141 .5 in 1989 to 147.7 in 1990 and 

160.8 in 1991; personal care from 

180.9 in 1989 to 21 8.7 in 1990 and 

217.8 in 1991; education from 

119.6 in 1989 to 123.8 in 1990 and 
131.2 in 1991: others from 198.2 
in 1989 to 246.3 in 1990 and 262.3 
in 1991. 

According to official statistics, 
the All-Items ’*idex grew by 7.2 
points to 175.3 in the first two 
months of 1992. Similarly, the 
general food items index grew by 

10.4 points to 178.5. the cereals 
and bakery products by 1.1 to 
125.2, meat and fish by 10.9 
points to 192.6. xegetablcs by 
44.7 points to 201.4; dairy pro- 
ducts and eggs by 11.6 to 177.6; 
other foodstuffs by 5.3 points to 

166.8 bv the end of Feburarv 

1992. 

The only decline in the food 
category during this period was 
registered in the index on fruits, 
which went down by 20.3 points 
to 203.3. Analysts said, however, 
the drop was not indicative of a 
long-term trend since the price 
decline was seasonal. 

They pointed out that fruit and 
vegetable prices shot up to unpre- 
cedented levels in March as a 
result of damages caused to crops 
by snowstorms but are now back 
to almost normal. 

Oothing was a sector where 
the rise was pronounced, register- 
ing an increase of 16.4 points to 
290.5 while footwear went up by 
0.6 points to 188.8. The general 
index for clothing and footwear 
saw an increase of 13.5 points of 
271.6. 

Education, personal care, 
medical care and transportation 
went up respectively by 3.7 
points. 1.2 points. 4.3 points and 

6.4 points while the general goods 
and services index rose by 4.2 
points in the first two months of 
this year. 

CBJ Governor Mohammad 
Saeed AI Nabuisi said earlier this 
month that inflation during the 
first quarter of 1992 was 4.2 per 
cent. The annual inflation was 8.2 
per cent in 1991. 16.1 per cent in 
1990 and 25.8 per cent in 1989. 


California economy slides 


SAN FRANCISCO (R) — Cali- 
fornia’s economy remains mired in 
its worst recession since the 
1930s, and the recent Los 
Angeles riots may slow any re- 
covery in the most populous U.S. 
state. 

Economists say there are few 
signs of life in the California eco- 
nomy, the largest of the 50 states, 
even as other parts of the United 
States show some revival after a 
long, bumpy recession. 


The recent riots after the Rod- 
ney King verdict only add to the 
state’s uncertainties. 

“It’s just going to be a longer 
and bumpier ride,” said Joseph 
Wahed. chief economist at Wells 
Fargo Bank. ‘There is little evi- 
dence of a recovery in California 
at this time.” 

California Governor Pete Wil- 
son has warned that the new 
budget to close the state’s deficit, 
now estimated at $10.7 billion. 


would be painful for all Califor- 
nians. 

“This is a time of unpre- 
cedented cutting and it will be 
unpleasant and painful,” Mr. 
Wilson said in a speech to a 
business group. 

He said California will official- 
ly be broke by July 1, the begin- 
ning of its new fiscal year, unless 
the budget is passed by the June 
25 deadline. 


CAR FOR SALE 

B.M.W. 735 I 1985 model, duty unpaid. Very 
good condition, full options. 

Call: Tel. 688110 


New Furnished Apartment For Rent 

3 bedrooms, sitting & dining room, living room, large kitchen. 3 ' 
bathrooms, one veranda. Near Rabia Bakeries. 

Call morning before 9:00 a-m., or In the afternoon 
823676 
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World Resources 


~/\ difftreuT world 


Dajani & Co. 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN 

This is to advise those who desire to give me a graduation 
present to choose my birth stone from 
World Resources- 
Dajani Jewellers, Amra Hotel. 

Thank you. 

v a graduate^ 


2v. W. JL JiujhJ 

FRCOG, FRCSE, FICS 

Consultant Obstetrfcian/Gynaecologist 

✓ 

will not be able to receive his patients for 
one week starting from May 30th, 1992 
due to his absence in Hannover, Ger- 
many, to attend the international exhibition 
of hospital supplies. 

Tel. clinic: 652148 
Ibn Khaldoon Street/near Khalidi 
Hospital, 

opposite Hala Inn Hotel 
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*2 located at the first floor 

SccouUufA,... 

Chicken Wings... 

Between 6 • 8 p.m. Dree 


TUESDAYS... 

Ladies Night... 
Drinks half price for ladies 


FB 1 B 4 YS. 


Thank Cod it's Frida}-... 
Casual drf» phis surprises 
open ai 3 pm 

WEDNESDAYS... 

UNB-QoeMghL. 

Enjoy ytmr time while drinking. 
aS yon can ea erf Ones meat and cblchro 
foe only 5 JO'S 



Under the Uik of 
happy 2 hours (6-8 p.m.) 
DRINK ONE GET ONE FREE 


We arr kern to jrlease yon, 
step forward and Join us 

Seeing is believing. 




* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 




The most elegant 
place in town 


* 
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ABDQUN • TEL 819564 
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Bush will not sign Earth 
Summit treaty on plants. 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
President George Bush won't 
sign what his administration is 
calling a “fundamentally Sawed 
Earth Summit treaty to protect 
the world's plants, animals and 
natural resources. 

The State Department 
announced the administration's 
decision on the “bKXfiveraty” 
treaty in a brief statement late 
Friday, less than a week before 
the scheduled start of a U.N. 
Environmental Conference in 
Rio De Janeiro, Brazil. 

The draft treaty, which had 
been worked out last week by 98 
nations at a conference in Nairo- 
bi, Kenya, would set forth a 
long-term plan for protecting 
plants, animals and natural re- 
sources. 

Ir’s one of two key internation- 
al agreements that will be consi- 
dered by representatives from 
160 countries at the Rio confer- 
ence June 3-14. The other treaty, 
which rhe United States is ex- 
pected to sign* is aimed at taking 
the first steps to address global 
wanning. 

Despite U.S. opposition to the 
treaty on animals and plants, the 
agreement is likely to get the 
required support from 30 nations 
needed for it to go into effect. 

The State Department said the 
United States “cannot sign an 
agreement that is fundamentally 
flawed merely for the sake of 
having that agreement." The de- 
partment posted the statement 
after most reporters in the build- 
ing had left for the day. 

The administration objected to 
how the plant and animal protec- 
tion programme would be fi- 
nanced, complaining that the 
proposed treaty gives developing 
nations too much say on funding 
procedures under the auspices of 

Russian 
military 
arms both 
Armenia, 
Azerbaijan 

TBILISI. Georgia (AP) — The 
Russian army will turn over for- 
mer Soviet weapons to the war- 
ring countries of Azerbaijan and 
Armenia, a senior Russian officer 
said Friday. 

Georgia, which has been bat- 
tling separatists in the South 
Ossetia region, also will get a 
share of the Red Army weapons. 

“We have reached an agree- 
ment to hand over arms and 
ammuntion to Armenia, Azerbai- 
jan and Georgia in equal shares," 
said Col. Gen. Valery Pat- 
rikeyev, commander of the 
Transcaucasian military District. 

AH three republics have been 
clamouring for equipment and 
supplies since the breakup of the 
Soviet Union in December. Like 
Ukraine, Belarus, Moldova and 
other former Soviet republics, 
they say they are entitled to most 
or all of the conventional forces 
stationed on their soil. 

Russia is in the difficult posi- 
tion of keeping or doling out the 
weapons, because the former 
Soviet troops in the Caucasus 
mountains were transferred to 
Russian jurisdiction earlier this 
year. 

Gen. Patrikeyev didn't elabo- 
rate on the number of arms to be 
given to the Caucasus states, or 
the timetable for their delivery. 

Georgia's acting prime minis- 
ter. Tengiz Sigua, told reporters 
after a meeting with Russian 
commanders that Georgia will 
receive ships from the Black Sea 
Fleet that are based in the Geor- 
gian ports of Batumi. Pori and 
Ochamchira. 

Ukraine and Russia have been 
arguing over the bulk of the 
300-ship fleet, based in the Ukrai- 
nian port of Sevastopol. 

Mr. Sigua said Russian com- 
manders also agreed to give 
Georgia several dozen armoured 
vehicles, 2,000 Kalashnikov 
assault rifles, 2,000 pistols and 1 
million rounds of ammnmion for 
various kinds of arms. 

“The meeting signifies the be- 
ginning of the transfer of proper- 
ty from the former Soviet army to 
Georgia," Mr. Sigua said. 

He added that the Russian 
military command agreed to with- 
draw a helicopter regiment and 
army engineers' unit from South 
Ossetia, where separatist «re bat- 
tling to break away from Georgia 
and unite with their ethnic 
brethren in North Ossetia, part of 
Russia. 

A ceasefire had been scheduled 
to go into effect in South Ossetia 
at midnight Thursday, but the 
fighting continued through the 
night, killing six people and 
wounding 11, the Moscow-based 
Nega News Agency reported 
Friday. 

Gen. Patrikeyev said Russia is 
negotiating agreements with all 
three Caucasus states on the sta- 
tus of Russian troops remaining in 
(he region. 


the World Bank. 

Mr. Bush plans to make an 
appearance at the Brazil summit, 
and the White House said earlier 
that he will announce plans next 
week to help tropical countries 
preserve the forests. 

That action, however, is un- 
likely to blunt criticism from en- 
vironmentalists over the adminis- 
tration's opposition to the plant 
and animal protection accord. 

Environmentalists criticised 
the draft accord and accused the 
U.S. delegation of watering it 
down. 

The proposal of technical and 
other aid to preserve tropical rain 
forests is intended to divert some 
of the focus from the fact that the 
United States had pushed 
through a draft global warming 
treaty that contains no specific 
greenhouse gas reduction re- 
quirements. 

European countries argued for 
a much stronger agreement on 
global warming, with specific 
deadlines for reduction of so- 
called greenhouse gases. They 
agreed to sign Mr. Bush's ver- 
sion, which includes only sug- 
gested goals, after he threatened 
to boycott the summit. 

Earth Summit organiser 
Maurice Strong lashed back Fri- 
day at critics who said he was too 
cosy with big business and in- 
sisted that next week's U.N. 
meeting could only succeed if 
companies got the “green" mes- 
sage. 

More than 100 heads of state 
and government are due to attend 
the United Nations Conference 
on the Environment and De- 
velopment and sign agreements 
to protect the world's air, seas 
and forests. 

Environmentalists have attack- 


ed Mr. Strong, a Canadian oil 
millionaire, for paying too much 
attention to multinationals and 
accepting sponsorship from com- 
panies with dubious records on pollu- 
tion. 

“I've often been criticised that 
my links with business are too 
close,” Mr. Strong told a meeting 
of the Business Council for Sus- 
tainable Development, a group of 
companies which has drawn up a 
charter for “green" business. 

“Well I ask you: How can you 
envisage a change of course to 
sustainable development without 
making the business community 
peers and allies? It simply can’t 
be done." 

Mr. Strong was speaking after 
receiving reports and books out- 
lining the business community's 
ideas for the Earth Summit from 
Stephan . Schmidheiny, a Swiss 
industrialist who set up the busi- 
ness council last year with the 
participation of 48 leaders of ma- 
jor companies around the world. 

Mr. Schmidheiny said the re- 
port’s main message was that 
capitalism and conservation could 
go hand in hand. 

“Business excellence and en- 
vironmental concern can be com- 
bined," he said. “In fact, in the 
near future, it will be impossible 
to separate the two." 

Tomorrow’s corporate win- 
ners, he added, would be the 
companies which were most 
“eccheffident" — the ones that 
produced the most useful goods 
and services while redudng their 
consumption of natural resources 
and cutting pollution. 

Mr. Schmidheiny called for 
open international trade to re- 
duce environmental damage 
caused by misguided subsidies 
and suggested that governments 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Indian missile test imperfect 

NEW DELHI (R) — India’s second test of its medium-range 
Agni missile was not the complete success first thought, the 
government’s Defence Research and Development Organisation 
(DRDO) said. The first phase of Friday's launch into the Bay of 
Bengal from Chandipur-On-Sea on the east coast went well, but 
there was trouble with the second stage, it said. “Later analysis 
shows that the mission objective of the final manoeuvering could 
not be fulfilled due to the premature ignition and separation of 
the second stage," the DRDO said. “That means it didn’t hit its 
target," a Western defence specialist said. The United States, 
worried about the spread of missile technology, especially in 
South Asia where old enemies India and Pakistan are believed 
capable of assembling a nuclear bomb, condemned the first Agni 
test in May, 1989. It did so again after Friday’s second test. “We 
regret India's decision to proceed with the further testing of its 
ERBM (intermediate-range ballistic missile) called the Agni,” 
State Department spokesman Richard Boucher said in Washing- 
ton. “We believe that ballistic missile programmes in areas where 
there are chronic regional tensions undermine „ rather than 
enhance regional security,”, he told reporters. 

Japanese agree on bill for overseas troops 

TOKYO (R) — The Japanese government's controversial U.N. 
peacekeeping bills are finally set to go to the vote next week, in a 
climax to two years of struggle that could trigger a snap election. 
Leaders of Japan’s ruling and small centrist opposition parties 
agreed Friday on details of bills that would allow Japanese troops 
to serve overseas as U.N. peacekeepers — but with considerable 
limitations. The new bills would ban Japanese troops from caking 
part in combat duties such as missions to separate warring 
factions, ruling and opposition party officials said. It would also 
require the government to seek parliamentary approval each time 
before sending troops, they said. The ruling Liberal Democratic 
Party (LDP) needs the votes of both the middle-of-the-road 
Democratic Socialist Party and the Buddhist-backed Komeito to 
gain a majority in the upper house to pass the bills which they plan 
to put to a vote next week. The bills, to be reviewed after three 
years, will be submined to the upper house Monday, party 
officials said. They passed the lower house in December. 

Dante Fascell to retire from Congress 

WASHINGTON (USA) — Dante Fascell, chairman of the House 
of Representatives Foreign Affairs Committee has announced that 
he will not seek reelection in November. Mr. Fascell, a Democrat 
from Florida, has been one of the fore-most foreign policy experts 
in Congress during much of his 37 legislative years. His departure, 
along with that of the senior Republican on his panel, William 
Broomfield, will take from the House two highly regarded 
lawmakers who have done much to promote U.S. foreign policy 
with an even hand since Mr. Fascell became chairman m 1984. 
Despite disagreements with the administrations of Presidents 
Ronald Reagan and George Bush. Mr Fascell presided over a 
committee that supported U.S. foreign and defence policy at 
critical times. Mr. Fascell's resignation comes as be nears the end 
of his 1 9th term as representative in Congress from his Miami 
district. 

Queen Elizabeth ends visit to Malta 

VALLETTA (R) — Several thousand people and more than 100 
pleasure boats in Valletta's Grand Harbour gave Britain's Queen 
Elizabeth a noisy send-off Saturday after her three-day state visit 
to Malta. The boats sounded horns and blew jets of water into the 
air as the royal yacht Britannia, with the queen and the duke of 
Edinburgh on board, sailed for the Sicilian capital Palermo. The 
royal couple will then fly home to London. The visit celebrated 
the 50th anniversary of the award to the island of Britain's highest 
civil award for gallantry, the George Cross, during World War □. 
The queen last visited Malta 25 years ago. 

Vietnam appoints new ministers 

HANOI (R) — A cabinet reshuffle Thursday was intended to 
rescue the Vietnamese government’s image before National 
Assembly elections, a Vietnamese official said Saturday. “It is a 
necessary thing to be done before the elections to save the 
prestige of the council of minister and politburo,” said the official, 
who asked not to be identified. New ministers of justice and 
finance were appointed at the end of a three-day meeting of the 
council of stale Thursday, official newspapers reported Saturday. 
Vietnam's National Assembly elections are scheduled for July 19. 
Nguyen Drah Loc was appointed minister of justice, replacing 
Phan Hien, while Deputy Finance Minister Ho Te, was promoted 
to minister of finance replacing Hoang Quy. 


animals 

could bring in tradeable “pollu- 
tion permits” and extra taxes to 
nudge companies in the right 
direction. 

In a separate development, 
while world leaders confer at the 
Earth Summit, just down the 
road some of Hollywood's finest 
will rub shoulders with Amazon 
tribesmen and talk to the Dalai 
Lama. 

An alternative summit in 
downtown Rio organised by en- 
vironmental groups is proving a 
magnet for the rich and famous. 

Organisers for the alternative 
meeting, known as the Global 
Forum, say the following celebri- 
ties have confirmed they are com- 
ing, although there may be other 
surprises: 

— Jane Fonda and her media 
magnate husband Ted Turner will 
take part in a parliamentary 
Earth Summit, where legislators, 
religious leaders, businessmen and 
others will try to put a human 
face on the decisions of the offi- 
cial summit, which starts on June 
3. 

— Hollywood stars Liv 
Ullmann and Shirley Maclaine 
will join various groups at the 
alternative summit site. 

— Singer John Denver and 
U.S. Senator AL Gore will take 
part in the parliamentary Earth 
Summit. 

— Norway’s Prime Minister 
Gro Harlem Brundtland, a prime 
mover for the Earth Summit, will 
be a regular pmticipant, along 
with Tibet’s spiritual leader the 
Dalai Lama. 

— Others expected to be seen 
during the two-week event in- 
dude, singers Olivia Newton- 
Jobn, Sting and Elton John, ac- 
tress Meryl Streep, globe-trotting 
environmentalist Jacques Cous- 
teau and Brazilian folk hero Pele. 

FBI joins 
probe into 
Italian 
judge’s 
murder 

ROME (R) — FBI agents Satur- 
day joined the investigation into 
the murder of leading anti-mafia 
fighter Giovanni Falcone, whose 
death was cheered and applauded 
by gangsters in a Palermo jail, 
officials said. 

Under pressure from magis- 
trates battling the mafia on the 
Sicilian front-line, the Rome 
cabinet was preparing a package 
of stringent laws and decrees 
against organised crime. 

Six agents from the U.S. 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) flew to Palermo to meet 
investigators probing last Satur- 
day’s killing of Falcone, his wife 
and three bodyguards. 

“Any help we can get must be 
seen as useful. The FBI men are 
more than welcome," said one 
Italian investigator before the 
crime-fighters met Saturday. 

Mr. Falcone bad cooperated on 
several U.S. mafia cases includ- 
ing the Pizza connection trial into 
drugs-trafficJring. 

In Rome, a spokesman for the 
Justice Ministry said inmates at 
Palermo’s top-security Ucdar- 
done Jail, where gansters includ- 
ing former godfather Michele 
Greco are held, broke into ap- 
plause and cheered when they 
saw first reports of the murder on 
the evening television news. 


Thai police 
general 
wants army 
against 
coup 

BANGKOK (R) — A Thai 
police general who witnessed the 
bloody army suppression of pro- 
democracy demonstrators has 
warned the army that another 
coup could plunge Thailand into 
civil war, local papers said 
Saturday. 

The comments by Major 
General Utbai Assavavilai were 
the strongest yet from a senior 
member of the security forces 
after soldiers killed scores of peo- 
ple when they fired on demon- 
strations from May 17 to 20. 

“I think that if there is another 
coup people will come out and 
fight. There will be a civil war 
because no one will give into the 
other,” Gen. Uthai was quoted as 
saying. 

“The soldiers should come to 
their senses and listen the voice of 
their people for a change," be 
said. 

Tie shootings shocked the na- 
tion and brought the downfall of 
□selected Prime Minister Gener- 
al Suchinda Kraprayoon. 

A week after Gen.' Suchinda 
quit in disgrace, Thailand re- 
mains without a leader and the 
military leaders who backed him 
are resisting demands that they 
face retribution. 

Gen. Uthai criticised the sol- 
diers who stormed Bangkok’s 
Royal Hotel, beat people with 
rifle buns and kicked them as 
they lay prostrate on the ground. 

“The brutality took place be- 
fore the very eyes of military 
commanders who did nothing to 
stop them.” he said. 

Gen. Uthai said his daughter, a 
reporter, was in the Royal Hotel 
at the time and he was there in 
civilian dothes. When he identi- 
fied himself as a senior police 
official and protested, he was 
told: “Shut your mouth,” he said. 

Gen. Uthai, a former Special 
Branch commander sidelined in a 
reshuffle in 1989, is facing an 
investigation into earlier critical 
remarks he made. 

IBs latest comments were 
widely reported in load newspap- 
ers and by the Thai News. 
Agency. 

More than 3,000 people were 
arrested in the demonstrations 
though most have now been re- 
leased. 

The pro-democracy activists 
are demanding that Gen. Suchin- 
da, Armed Forces Supreme Com- 
mander Air Chief Marshal Kaset 
Rojananil and Army Chief 
General Issarapong Noonpkadee 
stand trial for murder. 

Parliament has appointed a 
fact-finding committee to investi- 
gate the tailings. 

The officer corps has dosed 
ranks around its leaders, who 
have warned they should not be 
turned into “cornered dogs" — a 
statement seen by many as a 
veiled threat. 

Gen. Suchinda. then army 
chief, led a military coup in 
February 1991 that toppled a 
democratically elected govern- 
ment. 

He took over as prime minister 
on the invitation of a coalition of 
pro-military parties without hav- 
ing stood in March elections. 

One of Thailand’s most re- 
spected ex-generals, opposition 
leader Chavalit Yongchaiyudh, 
said Friday he was confident he 
could form a minority govern- 
ment. 



Ramos claim of election 
victory slammed by foes 

MANILA (R) — Front-runner 
Fidel Ramos calimed victory 
Saturday in die Philippine pres- 
idential election, but rivals slam- 
med the west Point-trained 
general and urged him to wait for 
Congress to declare the winner. 

Gen. Ramos, the favoured suc- 
cessor of President Corazon 
Aquino, vowed in a news confer- 
ence to unite a country racked by 
a Communist insurgency, military 
factionalism, a stagnant eco- 
nomy, and crippling 12-hour elec- 
tric power blackouts. 

“I now daim victory in the *bj_. n inUK 
presidential contest," the 64- 

year-oid former defence chief de- me and the 1 second highest corr- 
elated while the Philippine Con- tender as the unmistakable deti- 
gress, which is authorised to Son of Filipino voters in my 
count and proclaim the 1 winner, favour,” Gen Ramos said, adding 
was still laboriously tabulating that be bad dearly won the bitter 
the vote. seven-cornered battle for the 

Gabriel Villareal, lawyer of riv- presidency. 

al candidate and business tycoon Gen. Ramos grabbed a com- 
p/tiiaTHn Con j uangco , railed the manding lead over bus. rivals in 
self-proclaim ation a “shortcut” the officially-sanctioned Media 
done in bad taste. Citizens' Quick Count (MCQC), 

“Let’s respect the constitution which has finished counting 82 
which mandates Congress to per cent of the estimated 25 
proclaim the winner," Villareal million votes cast m the polls, 
said. Gen. Ramos had 4.895 million 

Anti-graft crusader Miriam votes to Mis. Santiago's 3.910 
Santiago, who is running second million. In third place was Mr. 
in unofficial returns, said Satur- Cbjuangco, 243,049 votes behind 
day she would push ahead with Mrs. Santiago with 3.667 million 
planned nationwide rallies to pro- votes. 

test against alleged vote-rigging “I'm very happy,” declared the 
by the government in favour of leader of the 1986 “people pow- 
Gen. Ramos. er” revolt who kept Mrs. Aquino 

She warned Congress against in office through six coup 
being stampeded into proclaim- attempts by mutinous troops. He 
ing Gen. Ramos as the winner, arrived at his news conference 
She alleged there was widespread after donating blood to the Red 
fraud, and it would take time to Cross. 

uncover. Gen. Ramos was already work- 

But presidential Executive ing on his cabinet, and had two 
Secretary Franklin Drilon de- meetings this week with Senator 
fended Gen. Ramos, saying his Juan Ponce Enrile, the former 
proclamation of victory “is the defence minister of the Philip- 
right thing to do so the concern of pines for 17 years who won a 
people will be removed that no congressional seat in his home 
president will be proclaimed on province of Cagayan, he said, 
time.” . Election officials have admit- 

Congress is not expected to ted that there have been instances. 
finiith the count until about the of ballot rigging , but insist it was 
middle of June, lawmakers said, not widespread. 

President Aquino steps down on Gen. Ramos inherits an eco- 
June 30 after a stormy six-year nomy hit hard by a severe power 
term. crisis that has caused huge losses 

“Though the votes for me rep- to businessmen, de te r i o ra ting in- 
resent a plurality of all those cast, frastructure and a staggering $29 
1 regard the wide margin between billion foreign debt 


U.S. says arms talks 
make only modest gains 


WASHINGTON (R) — The Un- 
ited States said the world’s top 
five arms-exporting nations did 
not reach agreement in two days of 
talks here that ended Friday on 
implementing guidelines for curb- 
ing conventional arms sale to the 
Middle East. 

The United States, Russia, Bri- 
tain, France and China held two 
days pf talks on an initiative to 
curb arms sales to the Middle 
East launched by President 
George Bush a year ago after the 
Gulf war. 

A key goal has been pre-noti- 
fication of weapons transfers but 
a senior U.S. official said the five 
nations “have experienced some 
legal and diplomatic difficulties in 
moving right away to advance 
notification." 

Tie official, who briefed repor- 
ters on condition of anonymity, 
said that during their talks at the 
State Department the five conn- 
tries settled on “interim” guide- 
lines concerning transfers of 
weapons of mass destruction. 

But, asked if this represented a 
breakthrough, he said: “No. I 
would represent the events of the 
last two days as continued prog- 
ress in a process that is not 


moving as rapidly as we might 
like but a process that a year ago 
didn’t exist and ... that many 
people though couldn’t come into 
existence.” 

The official also said three of 
tiie five countries had begun ex- 
changing data on 1991 aims sales, 
with the two others expected to 
follow in June. 

The official said the guidelines 
on weapons of mass destruction 
reflected progress in part because 
they represented a public com- 
mitment by China in a multilater- 
al forum not to transfer ballistic 
missiles covered ‘by the missile 
technology control regime 
(MTCR). The MTCR was estab- 
lished to curb sales of destabilis- 
ing arms to the Turd Wo rid. 

China had previouisy made the 
commitment in an exchange of 
letters with the United States. 

Lee Feinstein of the Arms 
Control Association told Reuters 
the wording of the guidelines 
seemed somewhat vague on this 
point. But “If it is indeed a 
pledge by China to adhere to the 
MTCR, then it is the most public 
committment they have made," 
he said. 


Bush: Riots show need for ‘new course 9 in America 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Presi- 
dent George Bosh said Friday 
riots in Los Angeles showed the 
need for a “new course" in 
America that stresses law and 
order, traditional family values 
and a broad reform of social 
programmes. 

Mr. Bush walked a fine line 
between presidential leadership 
and reelection politics daring his 
second visit to California’s largest 
city since bloody race riots ex- 
ploded after a jury acquitted four 
white policemen in the 
videotaped beating of black 
motorist Rodney King. 

In a speech to a civic forum 
that was supposed to be non- 
partisan, Mr. Bush was intro- 
duced by dose friend and cam- 
paign fund-raiser Lodrick Cook 
who took a thinly veiled swipe at 
Texas billionaire businessman 
Ross Perot, the undeclared pres- 
idential candidate who is leading 
the polls in this cnidal state. 

“Many of us in this room have 
jobs of great responsibility and 
scope, but it is a quantum leap to 
go 'from being a CEO (chief 
executive officer) of a large com- 
pany, or head of a large public 
institution to being bead of this 
country,” Mr. Cook said. 

Mr. Bush, who began his day 
with a visit to a disaster assistance 
centre in riot-torn south-central 
Los Angeles, said the worst rivil 
disturbance since the civil war 
“made dear the great unfinished 
business we have as a nation.” 


“We’ve got to strike a new 
course," he said. 

The president said the upheav- 
al that shook the dty showed the 
need for greater emphasis on law 
and order and a sweeping over- 
haul of social programmes that he 
said lock the poor into an endless 
cylce of hopelessness and despair. 

Dismissing Democratic charges 
that an appeal to low and order is 
a code word for racial divisive- 
ness, Mr. Bush declared, “There’s 
is nothing racist, there is nothing 
divisive, about protecting decent 
people from crime. Making 
neighbourhoods safe isn’t poli- 
ties. It’s just plain simple de- 
cency." 

Mr. Bush has advocated wel- 
fare reforms that would not force 
a family to break np to qualify or 
penalise them for trying to work 
and save. He would also give tax 
breaks to investors who risk their 
money in the inner cities. 

But he said that "laws and 
budgets” are not enough. 

“We need a moral, and yes, a 
spiritual revival in our nation,” 
Mr. Bush said, touching on one 
of the main themes in his cam- 
paign for a second four-year term 
in the White House. “The federal 
government cannot teach values, 
but it can create an environment 
where they take root and grow." 

After the speech, Mr. Bush 
sought a political boost from a 
meeting with former President 
Ronald Reagan at Mr, Reagan’s 


swank Beverley Hills office. Mr. 
Bosh last met Mr. Reagan three 
months ago but the former presi- 
dent left the impression that his 
support was only half-hearted, 
refusing to be photographed with 
Mr. Bush. 

Running 30 minutes late after 
his motorcade got stuck in free- 
way rush-hoar traffic. Mr. Bush 
later stopped by the Lynwood 
Sheriff’s Athletic League, which 
sponsors a boxing programme 
and other sports events for inneT 
dty young people. 

During a round-table discus- 
sion, Mr. Bush asked Sheriff 
Sherman Block if L.A. gang 
members took part in activities. 

“Some of the gang members 
come here to show how tough 
they are," he replied. “When 
they get knocked on their butts, 
they realise there’s a difference 
between fighting and boxing,” 

Sheriff Block said that for 
many youngsters “the gangs sufc 
sti tnte for the family, the chinch. 

_ “Unless there are programmes 
like this, we can’t really compete 
with the gangs,” he said. 

The Los Angeles Times re- 
ported Friday that Mr. Bush and 
his staff were more dispirited and 
frustrated than ever, quoting one 
long-time Bush friend as saying 
“there’s no creativity” from the 
campaign, no energy and “I get 
the impression those people have 
just given up.” 

White House spokesman Mar- 


lin Frtzwater brushed aside the 
report, saying the current period 
was “kind of the Inll before the 
fight.” 

Meanwhile, Texas billionaire 
Ross Perot told thousands of 
volunteers that their maverick 
campaign to put him in the White 
House has confounded the pun- 
dits who had expected them to 
“wilt like morning glories.” 

• From a livestock pavilion fe a 
Florida fairground* he . spoke to 
6,000 elderly but widely enthu- 
siastic supporters here Friday and 
to thousands more hooked up by ' 
closed-circuit television in five 
other states. 

The mix of down-home popul- 
ism and high technology .purch- 
ased with Us immense wealth was 
vintage Perot. His undeclared 
candidacy for the U.S. presidency 
has made the 1992 contest a 
three-way race, at least for now. 

Signature drives have placed 
the Texas businessman on the 
Nov. 3 ballot in 10 states, and 
volunteers are frying to collect 
. the signatures to placefrim on the 
other 40. 

“Political pros still don’t know 
what hit them. Td like to keep 
selling the morning glory theory 
that you’re going to wilt and go 
away, but the facts are your 
numbers are growing. 

“The enthusiasm is growing 
and again, in just plain Texas talk . 
— they ain’t seen nothin’ yet,” he 
said, taking a line from former 
President Ronald Reagan. 
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Armenia unveils first 
post-Soviet postage 
stamp ; 

MOSCOW (R) — The fonra^ 
Soviet Republic of Armenia Fit 
day unveiled its first . postage 
stamp, decked out in the not 
country’s national colours. Loci 
journalists in the capital Yereva 
said President Levon Ter-Petro 
syan posted the first letter 
addressed to Armenian Cbniirc 
leader Vazgen I. “This marks oq 
of the first steps toward rea 

independence,” said Mr. To 
Petrosyan, who led the tiny tram 
Caucasian republic to sepatas 
statehood with the fall of tbi 
Soviet Union last December. tfe|j 
winning design, chosen froa 
among 420 proposals submitted 
by Armenian artists, fcatnra 
Mount Ararat and the nation^ 
tricolour of red, blue and orange. 

El Greco painting 
fetches new record ' 
figure 

LONDON (R) — A painting' by 
El Greco was sold for £1.87 m3, 
lion ($3.42 million), at an auction 
of Spanish art in London, a .re- 
cord sum for works by the 15th 
century artist. The Disrobing Of 
Christ was one of the highlights of 
tiie sale at Christie’s and suipafr 
sed the previous £1 .5 million 
($2.74 million) record for an El 
Greco painting set in 1990. Bib ; 
two other works, by Goya and 
Zurbaran, that had been ex- 
pected to reach high prices failed 
' to sell. 

Prague news agency 
— elections? what 
elections? * 

PRAGUE (R) — Campaigmug 
has frequently been low-key for ' 
Czechokrvakia’s June 5-5 elec- 
tions, but this was ridiculous. The 
Czechoslovak news agency CSTK 
Friday published a schedule of 
events for next week. A long fat 
of seminars, news conferences 
and other important matters con- 
cluded: “Friday June 5 to Sunday 
June 7: No events have been 
announced so far.” 

Europe’s biggest 
sandcastle built on 
Dutch beach 

SCHEVENINGEN, Netherlands 
(R) — Europe’s biggest sandcas- 
tle was completed on a Dutch 
beach Friday by 35 pioneering 
sand sculptors. The huge edifice, ■ 
toweling 12.5 metres (41 feet) 
over the promenade at 
Scheveningen, took more than a 
week to carve out of 4,500 tomes 
of wet sand. The project leader, 
professional sand sculptor Geny 
Kirk of California, reckons there 
is a worldwide craze for sandcas- 
tle budding. “There are more 
sandcasties being built and more 
contests being organised than 
ever before,” he said. Two" yeans 
ago Knk helped, the world's big- 
gest sandcastle — 17.1 metres (56 
feet) high — in Kaseda, Japan, at- 
cost of $386,000. - . _ 


Fergie, Andrew get 
away from it all in : 
Balmoral 

BALMORAL, Scotland (R) 
Britain's Prince Andrew- and Ms.' * 
estranged wife tire Duchess of . 
York began a' weekend break / 
together at the royal estate pL 
Balmoral, fuelling media specular 
tion about a possible reconcilia- 
tion. The prince, Queen E3p_ 
zabetfa’s second son:, joined Ijjs.- 
wife and their two youngdtildreo. • 
at the Scottish country ■ estafe,- 
where the couple will have tbe- 
opportunity to discuss theif. ■ 
affairs in private and draw op 
plans for the fixture. The trip wiH-. 
give Prince Andrew access to ■ 
daughters Beatrice, three, and ■ 
Eugenie, two, who now five with', 
their mother in a rented mansion -1 
near the couple’s marital 'tome- 
west of London. Sonne of Bri- 
tain's news media billed the holi- 
day as a “make or break 1 ” 
weekend in which tiie duke and 
duchess may decide to make J a 
fresh start with their six-year mar- 
riage. 

Hangman’s 
memorabilia sold in. -. 
London auction 

LONDON (R) — a n&abfe 
coHeetion of mmnoralnfia Smv- 
hangman who executed 
Britain’s most notorious crin$n8f 
went under the auctioneers' 
mer in London Friday JoriiKH*- 
tfaan £25,000 ($45 f 6W)c Affiqf ' 
Pierrepoint’s execution fceo& 
which recorded afl his ti aj a foJ 
fetched £19,800 pounds (3&16 \ 
at a “crime and pumpmen 
auction at Christie’s. Fiepqjtw 
was Britain's . dnef excamon^ ' 
for 25 -years until -he retired- in . 
1956. 
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